
 

 

Brother Knights,  

I hope and pray this newsletter finds you and your family in good 
health.  Please continue to pray for an end to the Coronavirus and for 
the safety of essential workers and first responders.  We will be  
together again in Fraternity soon.  

Advent, a season of preparation and giving 

Advent comes from the Latin word meaning "coming." Jesus is 
|coming, and Advent is intended to be a season of preparation for His 

arrival. While we typically regard Advent as a joyous season, it is also intended to be 
a period of preparation, much like Lent. Prayer, penance and fasting are appropriate 
during this season. 

It’s also the season of giving. Giving of ourselves in service to others. There are 
many Covid safe charitable works we can do as Knights during Advent: Write letters 
of  
encouragement to those incarcerated, send Christmas cards to those serving in the 
military, purchase gifts for a family in need through the SMM St. Nicholas Gifts for 
Kids program or check on a brother Knight with a phone call.  

Congratulations to Dominick Fiorentino, Knight of the Month – November 2020.     
Dominick lives the Knights Creed “Leave No Neighbor Behind” every day. He  
answered the call to help a brother Knight with transportation during his stay in a  
rehabilitation center.  

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, ever faithful to your promises and ever close to your 
Church: the earth rejoices in hope of the Savior's coming and looks forward with  
longing to his return at the end of time. Amen 

Vivat Jesus,  

Mark Lawrence,  
Grand Knight 
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Dear Brother Knights, 

As Fr Charlie said at the end of Noon Mass on the first Sunday of Advent: “you may still  
remember me”. I am Fr Frank and on behalf of our Pastor and the other priests of our parish 
family, I wish you all a fruitful Advent and a very Merry Christmas and also a very Happy New 
Year 2021. 

This is also the beginning of the new liturgical year and now we are more experienced with our 
human and our spiritual lives. Both are fragile and need special care. Also, both are capable of 
becoming stronger as long as we take care of them all the time.  

God’s promises are trustful.  His timing is perfect.  God will not be too late or too early. Everything is going to 
happen at the right moment and place.  Our cooperation is important. Our disposition to cope and to trust in 
God’s might is essential to show that our love is consistent and sincere. 

Let us trust in his promises, let us celebrate the coming back to Mass. Let us invite others to come back home 
to Mass safely.  Let us be docile in the implementation of steps needed to be together at Mass in the church  
physically again but totally safe. Trusting in God also means that we take care of ourselves, managing wisely 
everything that keeps us close to him as well to others.   

See you at Mass.  See you in prayer.  See you in God’s eyes. 

I hope you still remember me – he he. 

Always yours, 

Your Worthy Chaplain,   

Fr. Frank Lobo 

Editor’s Note:  Please pray for Fr. Frank’s surgery on Thursday, December 3 to be successful. 

Our Worthy Chaplain’s Message By Fr. Frank Lobo 

• Check our Council’s 
website for up-to-the-
minute information on 
new events or changes to 
scheduled events. Add 
the site to your browser’s 
‘Favorites’ for quick ac-
cess. 

• If you have a story you 
would like to be consid-

ered for inclusion in The 

Pinta Log, please 

submit the article by email 
to:   

przybytw@cfl.rr.com.  

The content deadline for 
the January edition is 
Thursday, December 31. 
Submission does not guarantee 
your article will be published. 

The Pinta Log Calendar From the Editor 
2020 - 2021 Annual Calendar Schedule of Events:  Annual Calendar 

Upcoming Council Events:  Click on the link to view more details:  Upcoming Events 

http://www.bishopgradykofc.org
mailto:przybytw@cfl.rr.com
http://www.bishopgradykofc.org/uploads/4/5/7/3/45734659/calendar_2020-2021.pdf
http://www.bishopgradykofc.org/upcoming-events.html
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The December business meeting will be held on Thursday, December 10 because Tuesday the 8th is the feast 
of the Immaculate Conception and Wednesday the 9th is the SMM Advent Holy Hour.  

This month’s meeting will be a virtual meeting using Zoom.  Zoom is a big improvement to our virtual meeting  
experience.  Check it out with our next business meeting.   

An email will be sent out with details for joining the meeting.  You can join the meeting in one of two ways - 1) 
by clicking on the link to join the meeting using your computer's speaker and microphone for video and audio, 
or 2) you can use your phone to call a telephone number to join the meeting using your phone for the audio 
portion of the meeting.  After joining the meeting, please mute your phone or computer audio.   

Virtual Business Meeting - Thu December 10 

Our Council will participate with Serve Saturday at the Sharing 
center every 2nd Saturday of the month, serving from 9:00 am – 
12:00 pm Noon.   

Our next event is December 12 
Each month, our Council's volunteer group can include 6 – 21 people 
who will volunteer their time each Saturday.  Volunteers will assist in 
the Distribution Center or the Store, where donations are received and 
processed.  Volunteers sort, inspect, organize and stock shelves with 
donated items. 

If you can attend our next event, please RSVP your information 
by clicking on the RSVP link that is included in the December 
Serve Saturday at the Sharing center email that is sent out before 
the event.  Complete the requested information on the RSVP form and 
submit it.  This provides me with the number and names of people who will be attending this month's event.  
Or, you can email Tom Przybyla at przybytw@cfl.rr.com. 

Please wear your Knights of Columbus shirt if you have one for a photo opportunity.  And please arrive 15 
minutes early by 8:45 am.  The Sharing center is located at:  (click on the link to open a Google map)  

600 North Highway 17-92, Suite 130 
Longwood, FL 32750 

Serve Saturday at the Sharing Center - Sat December 12 

St Patrick’s Assembly Christmas Party - Sun December 13 
On December 13, 2020 from 6:00 – 9:00 PM St Patrick’s Assembly is celebrating His Birth at a Christmas Party 
to be held at the Tap Room at Dubsdread Country Club, 549 W Par St, Orlando, FL 32804 

We CANNOT accept any more reservations as of this time.  If you have yet to register, we regret that we cannot 
accommodate you. It is neither the 
choice of the Knights or the venue to 
exclude you. It is a sign of the times. For 
those of you who are on the wait list 
(and you know who you are), sit tight.  
I’ve asked all participants to reconfirm.  
If any spots open, we’ll fit you in. I will 
keep each of you advised. 

BRING AN UNWRAPPED GIFT FOR 
THE BABIES AT LIFE CHOICES  
MEDICAL CLINIC.   

A list of items that are needed at the 
Clinic is shown. 

James J. Taglia 

jtaglia@gmail.com  (407) 492-0329 

http://www.bishopgradykofc.org
mailto:przybytw@cfl.rr.com?subject=Sharing%20Center%20Serve%20Saturday
https://www.google.com/maps/place/The+Sharing+Center/@28.705909,-81.328791,17z/data=!4m8!1m2!2m1!1sthe+serving+center+longwood+fl!3m4!1s0x0:0x54e358996d2943f6!8m2!3d28.7063844!4d-81.3281742
https://www.google.com/maps/place/The+Sharing+Center/@28.705909,-81.328791,17z/data=!4m8!1m2!2m1!1sthe+serving+center+longwood+fl!3m4!1s0x0:0x54e358996d2943f6!8m2!3d28.7063844!4d-81.3281742
mailto:jtaglia@gmail.com
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528 community service hours have been reported as of December 2.  Our goal is 1,000 hours by the 
end of June 2021 so we are over the half-way mark!   

You can now report your hours spent working on community service projects by entering your hours into a new 
electronic form on our website via a new Community Service Hours Entry Form. This new electronic process  
provides a simple way to record all of our Council’s community service hours so we can provide one, centralized 
report for achieving our $5,000 (1,000 hours) SMM Discipleship Grant. We earn this grant money by  
participating in community service projects and by providing evidence of the community service hours worked 
by Knights and others who worked on the projects.  Note: Don’t confuse community service project hours with 
Annual Survey of Fraternal Activities hours, which we will be reporting 2020 hours in January.  Community  
service project hours are for the time you spend working on a project that serves our communities, such as the 
monthly Sharing Saturday at the Sharing Center or the upcoming SMM 2020 Mercy Morning on the Road project 
on Sat Nov 7. 

The Chairman for each community service project needs to ensure each participant records their hours to  
provide a record of their community service hours or enter the hours for all volunteers.  

When you enter your hours in the new electronic form, select your community service project (one project for 
each form submitted). If your project is not listed, enter the name of your project. You can enter hours for your-
self and the hours of 5 other volunteers (you can enter your son’s and daughter’s hours from the one form). If 
you have need to enter hours for more than 5 volunteers, you can submit the hours for the first set of volun-
teers and then access the page again to enter and submit hours for more volunteers (if you entered your hours 
in the first form, enter 0 hours for your hours in the second form).  

If you have worked community service hours since July 2020 and have not yet reported the hours via this  
process, please report your hours now by using this new form. You can enter all of your hours spent thus far by 
entering a range of dates, e.g., 1/1/2020 – 11/3/2020 and the total number of hours. After submitting your 
hours to date, you can periodically enter the remainder of your hours for this year using this new process.  

Reporting Community Service Hours By Tom Przybyla 

You still have a couple of days to donate a toy or money to buy a toy for our  
Council’s Christmas Toy Collection Drive for Catholic Charities of Central Florida.  This 
drive ends on Friday, December 4.   

Please bring new and unwrapped toys to Tom’s Auto Repair, 151 Obrien Rd.  The 
toys should be targeted at children between the ages of 3 – 11 and can be in the 
price range of $10 - $15.  Pat Floegel is the chairman for this toy drive and he will 
collect, purchase and drop off the toys at Catholic Charities.   

If you prefer, you can donate money and Pat Floegel will purchase the toys.  

• Donate online by clicking on this link:  Online Payment.  In the Purpose box, select Toy Collection Drive. 

• Drop off your money at Tom’s Auto Repair. 

Christmas is a time for giving.  Charity is one of the Knights core principles and is a way we can share the light 
and love of Jesus Christ.  Thanks to Pat Floegel for suggesting and chairing this drive.  He stated “While drop-
ping off food donations at Catholic Charities, Juan, the pantry manager asked if we (SMM Knights) might be able 
to assist them in obtaining new toys for Christmas. They have seen a huge increase in the number of people 
seeking assistance. (He mentioned that folks who have suffered layoffs at Disney, Universal and the airport are 
the biggest sources of the need).”  Worthy Grand Knight Mark Lawrence says “I encourage all my Brother 
Knights to donate to this worthy cause.” 

As of December 1, $1,275 has been collected to purchase toys.  Pat gave an update: “I’ve spent $977.68,  
purchasing a total of 72 toys (average of $13.52 each including tax).  There have been about 10 other toys  
donated via Tom's Auto Repair.” 

Pat will provide a full report after all donations have ended and he has spent all of the money on toys.   

Thank you to everyone for your generous donations!  This will certainly bring joy to many children in Central 
Florida who otherwise would not have received a Christmas gift.  And thank you Pat for your time and effort to 
make all of this happen!  We may start referring to you as Santa Pat! 

Christmas Toy Collection Drive By Tom Przybyla 

http://www.bishopgradykofc.org
http://www.bishopgradykofc.org/community-service-hours-form.html
https://secure.anedot.com/bishop-thomas-j-grady-council-knights-of-columbus-council-5618/donate
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From Our Faith Director -  By Les Philip 
Advent Season 

Dear Brothers, 

I want to begin by thanking our Brother Knights who attended the Deceased Brothers Memorial 
Service this last month, November 24th. We had 7 Brother Knights present and 16 who watched 
the service virtually. In addition, 4 of Saint Mary Magdalen’s staff were in attendance to offer 
assistance.  

As we are one week into our Advent Season, a season of waiting for the joy of the birth of Jesus 
Christ, our Savior, I think of how for today’s society “waiting” is something most people don’t like doing in the 
Era of Instagram, Twitter or Messaging. 

Yet, for us Catholic Christians, the Church has paved a beautiful road of blessings, celebrations, meditations, 
adoration and renewal, which make our “waiting” a call to live fully with joy each week of the four weeks of Ad-
vent. Whatever our various experiences may be this past year, it has been incredibly difficult for many people. I 
encourage us all to reach in, enjoying the beauty of Advent and Christmas through our vibrant traditions around 
these weeks of “waiting.” During Advent, we await the act of love that we celebrate at Christmas. 

One of the most important Marian Feasts is on December 8th, the Feast of the Immaculate Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. December 9th is the Feast Day of Saint Juan Diego, the first Roman Catholic Indigenous 
Saint from the Americas. On December 9, 1531, Juan Diego was in a hurry to make it to Mass, to celebrate the 
Feast of the Immaculate Conception when through the fields he was stopped by a beautiful, radiant woman. We 
all know this story. On December 12th, we celebrate our Lady of Guadalupe, Patroness of the Americas. 

Although this year of battling the pandemic, we won’t be able to celebrate these Feasts as we normally would. 
Let’s look inward and make 2020 a more prayer filled Advent. Let’s join in adoration and make our homes a 
Monastery of Praise and Worship and to be ever hopeful that Christmas 2020 will be the beginning of a renewal 
and blessed celebration of our Lord in our lives for 2021! 

Vivat Jesus,    

Les 

Happy Birthday Brother Knights! 

Brothers Celebrating November Birthdays  

The winner of the last month’s $125 pot was Larry Mancini, but he did not participate with the  
virtual meeting.  
The Attendance Drawing is a program that encourages our Council Knights to come to our Membership 
meetings or participate with a virtual meeting. The pot for our next month’s meeting will contain 
$150.  You could be the next winner!  But, you need to participate with the meeting to win!   

Attendance Drawing 

Dec 1 Bear D Garber  Dec 6 Frederick P Bremer  Dec 24 Earl R Hosler  

Dec 1 Ramon C Rodriguez  Dec 9 Michael J Schefstad Dec 27 Todd M De Gusipe  

Dec 1 Joe A Tomaselli  Dec 10 Fransisco J Cardenas Dec 27 Daniel D Focarino  

Dec 2 Rev James E Martinez  Dec 10 Kevin E Hussey  Dec 27 Eugene E Gotlewski  

Dec 3 Rodney Guiterrez  Dec 10 David M Klega Dec 28 Landon C Hendricks  

Dec 4  Steve Kopcha  Dec 22 Luis R Martinez Dec 30 Edward G Magee Sr  

Dec 6 Michael H Fries Dec 23 Gregory D Collins Dec 31 Robert H Hartner  

http://www.bishopgradykofc.org
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From Our Life Director  By James Taglia 
 Florida Walk for Life 

The Florida Walk for Life will be held in St Augustine on January 16, 2021.  There is talk there 
may be a bus from Sanford.  Cost will be $25/person.  We hope to have carpools available.  

I expect we will require everyone to wear a mask and will provide hand  
sanitizer during the trip. We will also require everyone to provide a quick health 
check questionnaire with COVID-19 related questions. 

Below is a list of questions/issues sent to me to address: 

1) If a bus trip is offered at NO COST to participants would you like to attend (this would 
include the bus trip portion only and not food)? 

2) If a trip is offered and you had to pay for your seat (estimated at $25 per seat) would you still like 
to attend? 

3) Would you be willing to pay for food ($5 for breakfast and/or $10 for spaghetti dinner, or  
neither) if you want to attend (please note which you prefer)? 

4) Due to COVID-19 should we NOT offer the trip, and only provide information on how to travel there 
independently and a place to meet up so we can march together?   

In the alternative, we could carpool.   

National March for Life 

On January 21, 2021 the National March for Life will be held in Washington.  The March for Life is an inspiring, 
peaceful, vibrant, and joy-filled rally of women, men, young people, and children from all across the country. 
Every year, tens of thousands of pro-lifers converge on the National Mall and march on Capitol Hill on the  
anniversary of the Supreme Court’s 1973 Roe v. Wade ruling which legalized abortion in all 50 states. It’s the 
largest annual human rights demonstration in the world. But this is not just a protest … TOGETHER, WE  
GATHER TO CELEBRATE LIFE. We celebrate each and every life, from the moment of conception. We envision a 
world where every life is celebrated, valued, and protected. 

Laps for Life 

Finally, on March 13, 2021 we will hold the 8th Annual Central Florida Laps for Life at Bishop Moore High School 
track.  It is time to start forming teams.  I know this sounds early … but we only have two months in 2021  
before the event.   

Last year we had five teams associated with SMM … but only two of those were “Bishop Grady Council 5618” 
Teams.  Resultantly, we lost the Father Ed award.  It is imperative that we tie all teams to the Council.  We 
MUST have at least one Brother Knight on each of the teams to qualify.  There is no prohibition to participating 
on more than one team at a time.   

The website will be live by December 28, 2020.  You can start registering then.  I anticipate that Team Easy 
Ed will be up and running by then (just in case you have no other team to join).  For the record, Team Easy Ed 
will challenge any and all comers for bragging rights.   

There is a new award this year.  The first annual SK Melvin H. Franzen Award will be awarded to the Knight 
who raises the most money towards Laps for Life. I suggest each of you participate.   

Our goal is for each Brother Knight to raise $200.  It’s relatively easy.  Facebook, email, Instagram all work.  Or 
in the alternative, reach out to 10 people and tell them if each gives you $20 you will leave them alone for a 
year.  Then you will have achieved your goal.   

Brothers, did you know we’ve raised enough to fund 35 ultrasound machines, plus ancillary equipment?  This 
comes to a cost of over $1,800,000 (I prefer this over 1.8MM…makes more impact).  Bottom-line, is that we 
walk the walk and talk the talk.  No other group of Knights rivals us.  We are the Gold Standard upon which  
others are basing their programs.  We cannot do it without your help and participation. 

Get ready.  Later in December you can set up and join teams.  We will have a nice walk on the morning of 
March 13 and celebrate life.  By the way, if you are really a team player, we will be able to accommodate your 
enthusiasm on the day of the event.  We will need all the volunteers we can get.  There will be jobs directing 
people where to register, at the registration desk, giving out water bottles, etc.  If you are really excited, you 
can join us in setting up and breaking down the tents, cleaning up afterward, etc.   

Stay Safe.  God Bless you.   

James J. Taglia 

Culture of Life Director 

Central Florida Laps for Life 
March 13, 2021 
Bishop Moore Catholic High School 
http://www.cf-laps.life  
(407) 492-0329 

http://www.bishopgradykofc.org
http://www.cf-laps.life


 

 

Page 7 For the latest information:  www.bishopgradykofc.org THE PINTA LOG  

Mel Franzen Has Moved By James Taglia 
SK Mel Franzen, Prior Faithful Navigator of St Patrick Assembly 2883, has moved from 
Maitland to West Union, SC (just outside Greenville).  He has moved to be closer to his 
family in the area. 

Mel has been instrumental in the Central Florida Laps for Life and sat on the board of 
Life Choices Medical Clinic in Altamonte Springs. Through his philanthropy many lives 
have been saved through the K of C Ultrasound Initiative. 

Without his help, we could never have been as successful in preparing our Christmas 
Celebration at the VA in Lake Nona (which was cancelled this year due to COVID).  He’d 
help secure the gifts, purchase and deliver food. Mel would even come in regalia to  
celebrate and show respect to our vets.  In fact, Mel retired from the Marine Corps with 
over 20 years of service. 

He has been instrumental over the years in feeding the homeless at the Coalition for 
Homeless in Orlando.  He would come regularly and help prepare dinner, feed the 
homeless and help clean the kitchen at the end of the evening.  

On a final note, his help with Central Florida Laps for Life was of the utmost importance.  He was often the first 
to arrive on the day of the event and one of the last to leave.  When we were setting up under the moonlight, 
Mel would be there helping. Donuts? Coffee? Mel would make the run.  

With all this being said, the Brother Knight who raises the most money for Laps for Life in 2021 will be the  
recipient of the first annual Melvin H Franzen Award.  

We will sorely miss Mel, his smile and his willingness to step up to help with just a phone call (including the use 
of his truck). 

Program Activity Chairmen Wanted!  By Tom Przybyla 

We are looking for some Knights who would like 
to step up and volunteer to chair and lead the 
empty slots in the Community and Life program 
activities of our Faith In Action Programs.  This is 
an opportunity to get involved and create  
opportunities for our Council to become more  
active in areas where there is no current activity 
events or chairman.   

If you would like to know more about the open 
activities or you would like to volunteer, please 
contact the applicable Director (Elmer Mirabal 
for Community or Jamie Taglia for Life), Grand 
Knight Mark Lawrence or myself.   

For example, we could have a chairman to help 
coordinate the Baby Bottle Campaign with Knights 
of our Council.   

http://www.bishopgradykofc.org
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Exemplification Ceremony on Demand! 
We are happy to report that the Exemplification of Charity, Unity and Fraternity is now available on-demand. 
This means that any current 1st or 2nd Degree Knights can advance to the 3rd Degree at any time of the day or 
night, 24/7, at their convenience.  

To participate in the ceremony immediately, use the “On Demand” link and the 30-minute ceremo-
ny will start upon completion of your registration.  

On Demand 
• Provide the required information including your council number (5618).  
• Please note that your family and friends are welcome to observe the ceremony.  

We look forward to you becoming a third-degree Knight of Columbus! 

The Exemplification of Charity, 
Unity and Fraternity is now 

available on-demand.  

 

Any current 1st or 2nd Degree Knights can advance to the 3rd Degree at any time of the day or night, 24/7, at 
your convenience. To participate in the ceremony immediately, use the “On Demand” link below and 
the 30-minute ceremony will start upon completion of your registration.  

If you know of any Brother Knight who would like to advance to the 
Third Degree, please pass this information on to that Brother! 

• Provide the required information including your council number (5618).  
• Please note that your family and friends are welcome to observe the ceremony.  

We look forward to you becoming a third-degree Knight of Columbus! 

Leave No Neighbor Behind—Council 5618 Stories 

Contributed by Tom Przybyla: 

Thanksgiving Pies 

Just before Thanksgiving, our worthy Grand Knight Mark Lawrence received a 
donation 51 pies from a food service vendor he works with.  Mark delivered 12 
pies to Recovery House in Sanford and 39 pies to the Christian Help Foundation 

Inc. in Casselberry.  What an unexpected blessing at 
the most appropriate time of year.  Just as our Chap-
lain Fr. Frank stated:  “God’s timing is perfect.”  The 
pies were very much appreciated!  God is so good! 

 

Hospital Bed 

Randy Iglesias is donating a hospital bed and this 
is a blessing to Walt Bagley who can use it because 
he is leaving the Orlando Rehab Center in about a 
week!  Walt told me that Randy is trying to get a way 
to transport the bed to Walt’s house.  If you have a 
pickup truck and can help move the bed to 
Walt’s house, please call at Randy at 407-375-
6263 or Walt at 407-339-9258. 

 

 

 

Thank you Council 5618 Knights for your LNNB 
actions to benefit our brother Knights and  
people in our community!  Your actions are  
commendable and serve as a model to all of us. 

 

Knights are encouraged to engage in five types of  
service activities: 
1. Support Your Brother Knights  
2. Support Your Parish  
3. Support Your Community  
4. Feed the Hungry  
5. Participate in Blood Drives 

Please tell us your story. Email Mark Lawrence or 
Tom Przybyla. Give us the details of how you and 
your family served those around you. “ 

On Demand 

Christian Help Foundation Recovery House 

http://www.bishopgradykofc.org
https://goto.webcasts.com/starthere.jsp?ei=1359367&tp_key=9eb24b3a45&sti=on24referral
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Community Service Volunteer Opportunity  By Mark Lawrence 
The Christian Help Foundation needs volunteers to help with their Holiday food and toy 
giveaway: A Christmas Blessing 2020!   

I have been asked if our council can help on Friday, December 11 between 1:30pm – 
3:30 pm to transport toys and decorations from storage to Willow Creek Church. They 
need 4 -6 men to help. I have signed up.  I will be the Council contact for this volunteer 
event:  Call or text me if you can help—Mark Lawrence at 407-592-0037.   

Here’s the link for volunteering:  http://bit.ly/volunteeracb  
Remember to report your hours spent working on this community service project by 
entering/submitting them via our new Community Service Hours Entry Form. 

Florida State Council Charity Raffle By Don Holzemer 

As you know, due to the COVID restrictions, our council is not allowed to hold any food fundraisers on parish 
grounds (pancake breakfast, vocation dinner, fish fry). Not knowing when this restriction will be lifted, our  
officers are looking at additional ways to raise funds to support our many charities. 

One easy way is to purchase raffle tickets for the Florida State Council Charity Raffle. The cost of a book of  
tickets is $10.00 (10 tickets) and the council is able to retain $5.00 of that and only submit $5.00 to the Florida 
State Council. There are three prizes ($15,000, $10,000 and $5,000). The drawing will be held at the Florida 
State Convention on May 29, 2021.  

If you would like a book or books, please send me an email and I will mail you the tickets. Another alternative is 
to pick them up at Tom’s Auto Repair at 151 O’Brien Rd, Casselberry, Fl.  Just tell me how many books you wish 
to purchase/sell. Once you have completed the sale of a book, please make out a check payable to Knights 
of Columbus Council 5618 and mail them back to me at the address below. 

If you have any question, do not hesitate to reach out to me. Some of the rules are shown below 

• Donation $1.00 per ticket. 

• Only one name can be on ticket (e.g. can’t put both husband and 
wife name on same ticket). 

• Random drawing of tickets received. 

• Need not be present to win. 

• Must be 18 years old or older to participate or win prizes. 

• Official numbered tickets only, no photo-copy, reproductions or 
other forms accepted, cannot be combined, sold or re-distributed.  
Tickets have no commercial value. 

• All prizes paid by Florida K of C Charities, Inc. 

Mail completed books to: 
Don Holzemer 
Financial Secretary 
Bishop Thomas J Grady Council 5618 
P.O. Box 150517 
Altamonte Springs, FL.  32715-0517  
407-461-6446 
amidon49@cfl.rr.com 

Brothers, District Deputy 24 Musings 

Now having celebrated Thanksgiving and as we looked back on 2020, hopefully we all realized 
what was good and thanked God for the blessings. With the new Liturgical year upon us, begin-
ning with the Blessed Season of Christmas and the birth of our Lord Jesus, we reset our sights to 
address and overcome the challenges we faced during the prior year. We were confronted with 
having to climb a mountain, if not several obstacles.  

Jesus was born knowing he would have to die for us in order to save us from our sins. Oh, yes, 
and I repeat, our sins. I merely ask, as you prepare for Christmas and as you are giving thanks 
to having survived 2020, remember no matter how high or how many our mountains we face, 

Jesus had to climb and hang on a cross to save us from our sins. It was the most insulting and humiliating way 
to die in that era. But he knew his calling. We as Knights of Columbus have our calling, to serve in HIS name. 

Forgive the rant, but suffice it to say, let us be joyful this Christmas as we celebrate the birth of our Lord. Let us 
strengthen and gird our loins as we face the new year. Share the Order with a fellow Catholic gentleman.  
Expose to him how he can serve the community, assist our priests, enhance his faith and that of his family. The 
successful continuation of our work begins with you.  Merry Christmas to all and Vivat Jesus, 

Carmine M Bravo  District Deputy 24 

District Deputy’s Letter By Carmine Bravo 

http://www.bishopgradykofc.org
http://bit.ly/volunteeracb
http://www.bishopgradykofc.org/community-service-hours-form.html
mailto:amidon49@cfl.rr.com
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Sharing Saturday at the Sharing Center By Tom Przybyla 
There were 10 volunteers at the November 14 Knights of Columbus Serve Saturday event at the Sharing  
Center:  Diana Dsa, Teresa Dsa, John Dsa, Dot and Dave Foret, Buddy Anderson, Alan Blackmon,  
Jay Ross, Annamile Guribe (a friend of Diana and Teresa Dsa) and me.  Thank you volunteers!! 

This time we all worked in the Distribution Center and we sorted clothing.  It is fantastic that we have new  
volunteers every month that we’ve served at the Sharing Center.  And it is absolutely wonderful that we have 
some volunteers who serve on a regular basis!! As you can tell from the pictures, we have fun while being very  
productive sorting clothes for distribution:  good quality items are moved to the Sharing Center’s store where 
they are sold at bargain prices to buyers (and the proceeds go towards the Sharing Centers efforts at helping 
the Central Florida’s needy) and items that are not good quality (worn or torn) are distributed overseas to areas 
of need.  

This is a great way to serve our local community and anyone can do it.  View all of the photos on the bottom of 
our Home page:  http://www.bishopgradykofc.org/  

I hope you and your family members can join us for our next event on  
December 12.  RSVP to the December email invitation that will have the subject line of 
Serve Saturday at the Sharing center.  

http://www.bishopgradykofc.org
http://www.bishopgradykofc.org/
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Fraternal Benefits Advisor By Michael Aun 
10 Steps to Retire Happy 

If you are already retired, you either have my congratulations or sincerest condolences on your circumstances.  
If you have not, here are the “Cliff Notes” version of what to do… or wish you had done. 

Step one - plan.  The three most important aspects of retirement are income, income and income… 
GUARANTEED INCOME!  You must have enough guaranteed income from Social Security, pensions, annuities 
and other guaranteed income that will increase over time to cover inflation.   

Step two - Social Security options.  There are over 1,500 ways for a couple to take Social Security.  
Bottom line, the longer you wait the more you will get.  The key is to study SSI before choosing exactly how and 
when you should take yours. 

Step three - “hybrid retirement.”  Consider working part or full time after you have “retired.”  A 
“hybrid retirement” could allow you to defer invading your Social Security and taxable 401-K’s, 403-B’s or other 
retirement vehicles like IRA’s.  Perhaps consider converting your IRA to a Roth Ira. 

Step four - inflation.  The buying power of $10,000 at 4% inflation in ten years will be half that.  Are 
you prepared for that kind of assault on your income? 

Step five – guaranteed retirement income.  Guarantees are only available with vehicles like annui-
ties.  Annuities get a bad name, but they are the only vehicle that can guarantee you a lifetime income you  
cannot outlive.  Many even provide similar guarantees to beneficiaries. 

Though annuities get trashed, what do you think social security is based on?  What do you think  
pensions are based on?  What do you think guaranteed-income lifetime payouts are built on?  Exceptions: avoid 
variable annuities or fee-based products.   

Every other vehicle can be lost, stolen or could disappear to poor choices.  The double-talkers out there 
in the investment world call it “dollar cost averaging.”  I prefer to refer to it as “dollar cost ravaging and  
savaging.”    

Step six – long term care.  Take this risk off the table with an advanced plan of attack.  The good 
news is we are living longer…  the bad news is we are living longer.  Thanks to medical science, many of us are 
literally outliving our assets. 

Ask 100 people on the streets and all 100 will tell you they do not want to go to a nursing home.  Then, 
what you need is a plan for someone to care for you in your home.   

If you have the assets, you can self-insure.  If you do not, Medicaid (welfare) is going to make you 
spend almost every other penny you have before it kicks in.  Take long term care risks off the table if you can. 

Step number seven – home equity.  When Medicaid forces you to liquidate your assets, you may 
have to sell your home.  Depending on the market, it may be a great or a poor time to sell.   

You have alternatives.  You can take a home loan if you are mortgage-free as many seniors are.  Or, you 
can consider a Reverse Mortgage where you possess and occupy your home and you can pay off the Reverse 
Mortgage along the way or when you move out of your home.  Plan now!  For many seniors, the equity in their 
home is all they have left. 

Step number eight – do not give kids money while you are alive.  You may need it yourself.  The 
last thing your kids want (and more importantly their spouses) is a parent or in-law who comes the visit and but 
must stay.   If you want to leave your kids money, use income-tax-free life insurance that enriches them with 
literally pennies on the dollar. 

Step number nine – timing!  You have your “go-go” years, where you accumulate your savings and 
wealth.  Then follows your “slow-go” years, where you enjoy some of the fruits of your labor until your health 
begins to fail you.  Finally, we all end up in the “no-go” years.  Do not let the clock run out on you! 

Step number ten – your demise.  Plan, plan, plan.  
There are three beneficiaries to your estate- family, charity and 
government.  Choose wisely! 

Contact District Agent Michael Aun for more information.  To set 
an appointment, call appointments coordinator Mary Gerst at 407
-620-5883.  You can text or call Michael at 407-870-0030 or 
email him at Michael.Aun@KofC.Org.  

Fraternally, 

Michael A. Aun, FIC, LUTCF, CSP, CPAE Speaker Hall of 
Fame, District Agent (02864), Serving the Order since 
1974 

http://www.bishopgradykofc.org
mailto:Michael.Aun@KofC.Org
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Picture 1:  Worthy Grand Knight Mark Lawrence 
awarded the Knight of the Month award for November 
2020 to Dominick Fiorentino!  Mark took this picture 
of Dominick, his wife and son.  Dominick lives the 
Knights Creed “Leave No Neighbor Behind” every day. 
He answered the call to help a brother Knight with 
transportation during his stay in a rehabilitation center.  

Picture 2:  Don Holzemer (left) presents Roger 
Copeland (right) with his "Honorary Life Membership" 
pin, card and certificate in recognition of his long and 
faithful service to the Knights of Columbus. Brother 
Copeland has served Council 5618 as its Chancellor, 
Deputy Grand Knight, Grand Knight and Trustee, and 

is presently our Council’s Membership Director.  

Congratulations Council 5618 Knights on your achievements!! 

Congratulations Council 5618 Knights of Columbus!  

Deceased Brother Knights Prayer Service  By Tom Przybyla 
The Deceased Brother Knights Memorial Communion Prayer Service on November 24 was a beautiful ceremony.   

Roger Copeland in an email to Deacon Greg Nelsen stated “Greg, I wanted to thank you for hosting the  
celebration of our Knights who have gone home to their Father. Although I was not in attendance, I was there 
in spirit and observing through live stream as I feel sure other Knights were doing.  Your words and the  
readings were very appropriate for this memorial event.  Thanks to you and all that attended in person or 
through live stream.”  Very well stated Roger!  I also thought Tom Poppell did a great job on the reading!  If 
you agree, let these Knights know—express your appreciation to them in an email or a phone call. 

If you have not yet watched the live stream of this service, you can watch it now by clicking on this link:  

https://boxcast.tv/view/knights-of-columbus-prayer-service-luwmnz5hdzdf7n7ouhgl 

Thanks to those who helped make this event happen:  David Weisman, chairman, Melissa Weisman, Les 
Philip, Deacon Greg Nelsen, Tom Poppell, Gail Rayos and Andrés Ocampo.  

See all of he pictures on our website’s Home page:  Home (bishopgradykofc.org)  

1 2 

http://www.bishopgradykofc.org
https://boxcast.tv/view/knights-of-columbus-prayer-service-luwmnz5hdzdf7n7ouhgl
http://www.bishopgradykofc.org/


 

 

 

Council Officers 2020 - 2021 Website Link:  Officers 

Faith In Action Program Directors & Chairmen 2020 - 2021 
 

Faith Director: 
Les Philip 
407-883-4524 
kofclesphilip@gmail.com 

Community Director: 
Elmer Mirabal 
407-718-9735 
elmer.mirabal@gmail.com 

Family Director: 
David Weisman 
407-831-2662 
mdweis2002@yahoo.com 

Life Director: 
James Taglia Jr 
407-492-0329 
jtaglia@gmail.com 

Membership  
Chairman: 

Roger Copeland 
321-279-1307  
roger.kofc5618@gmail.com 

Youth Chairman: 
Ed Gallagher 
407-960-6679 
eagiv1945@brighthouse.com  

Coalition for the 
Homeless Dinners 
Chairman: 

Heiner Moers 
407-740-7647  
heinermoers@yahoo.com 

Lenten Fish Fry Dinners 
Chairman: 

Gary Moskop 
407-971-1971 
garyjohnm@aol.com 

Seminarian 
Chairman: 

Emilio Regala 
407-830-7113  
ninoy1231@yahoo.com 

Card Ministry Chairman: 
Beeler Gausz 
407-644-4343 
abgausz@me.com 

Beeler Gausz, our Council’s chairman of the Card Ministry will send out cards of hope, sympathy, or condolence 
in our Council’s name to brothers and families who are in distress, such as when we lose a brother, or we want 
to cheer up a brother or their loved one who might be homebound or who is in the hospital.  If you would like 
Beeler to send out a card, please notify him via email: abgausz@me.com or by phone: 321-229-7547 (cell). 

If you know of a Brother, or relative of a Brother in distress, contact any of your Council officers.  We have 
many people who need your prayers as they suffer severe medical challenges. They know your prayers are a 
blessing. Please continue to pray all the Knights and their loved ones who are in need of prayers, especially 
those people on our Council’s Prayer List, which is found on our website.   

Want to order your wife our Council’s K of C name tag?  You can order a name tag from Don Holzemer at our 
next business meeting or by sending him an email at amidon49@cfl.rr.com. 

Chaplain 
Father Frank Lobo 
407-831-1212 Extension 2318 

Advocate: 
Walter Bagley 
407-339-9258 
chiefcook@earthlink.net 

Grand Knight: 
Mark Lawrence 
407-592-0037 
Mark.lawrence@am.jll.com 

Lecturer: 
John Paul D’sa 
407-332-7723 
Johnpauldsa@gmail.com 

Deputy Grand 
Knight: 

Paul Anslow 
803-467-6621 
paul@anslowengineering.com 

Trustee 1 Year: 
David Foret 
407-339-4387 
dforet@cfl.rr.com 

Chancellor: 
Juan Hostios 
407-671-4938  
juho1342@gmail.com  

Trustee 2 Year: 
Tom Przybyla 
407-788-1602 
przybytw@cfl.rr.com 

Financial  
Secretary: 

Donald Holzemer 
407-767-9558 
amidon49@cfl.rr.com 

Trustee 3 Year: 
Richard Coln 
407-336-0975 
merlin3370@outlook.com 

Recorder: 
Peter Ramondetta 
407-463-5816 
pramondetta@gmail.com 

Fraternal  
Benefits Advisor: 

Michael Aun 
407-870-0030 
Michael.Aun@KofC.Org 

Treasurer: 
Peter Staffieri 
407-260-1273 
pjstaffieri120116@gmail.com  

District Deputy,  
District 24: 

Carmine Bravo 
336-254-8734  
Lawrence.kennedy@kofc.org 

Warden: 
David Weisman 
407-831-2662 
mdweis2002@yahoo.com 

District Warden,  
District 24: 

Jack Cash 
407-242-4225 
Jack1721@aol.com 

Inside Guard: 
Tom Poppell 
407-831-5671 
tompopl@aol.com 

Outside Guards: 
Tom Galaida  Tom Dutko 
407-339-7754 407-620-8774 
papatag@cfl.rr.com tomdutko@embarqmail.com 
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ANDERSON ASSOCIATES 

Specializing in Medicare 
 

Turning age 65 in the next 4 months?  Have more questions than  
answers? Do you have the plan best suited for YOU?   Considering a 
change in your plan for next year? Over 65 and losing your group  
coverage?  Call me! 

My job is to explain your options and I am well versed in 
Medicare.  Call me…let’s talk! 

205 Whippoorwill Drive wcanderson1@outlook.com 
Altamonte Springs, FL  407-834-8973 (r) 
32701-7827 407-402-7879 (c/text) 

William “Buddy” Anderson LUTCF 

Timing Belts • Tune Ups • Engine Repair 
Brakes • Clutches • A. C. Repair 
Computer Diagnosis & Repair 

 

TOM’S AUTO REPAIR, INC. 
Foreign & Domestic 
Same Day Service 

 

407-831-8484 
 

MV-06515 151 O’Brien Road 

TOM & MARY ELLEN GALAIDA Fern Park, FL 32730 
Parishioners Tame Properties, LLC 

 

Council 5618 Brother Knights can advertise or convey a message to other Knights in the electronic version of 
the Pinta Log. You can purchase an ad for $10 per quarter (3 month period) or $35 for a 1 year period.  Send 
your request to Tom Przybyla at Przybytw@cfl.rr.com.  Include the wording, picture (if applicable) and  
instructions for your ad in the email.   
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