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Grand Knight’s Message to the Council
By Worthy Grand Knight, Tom Przybyla

Brother Knights,
I thank Mark Lawrence and the other officers for serving last year while
overcoming the challenges of the pandemic .
Here’s a question: Why did you join the Knights of Columbus?
In preparing to meet with Matt Auker, our new Deputy Grand Knight, I
put together a list of the things I do for our Council. The list is:
• Write and publish the monthly Pinta Log Newsletters and maintain the
Council website
• Distribute email messages to the Council
• Create Supreme reports for the Council, create the SMM room reservation documents
and the create the Council’s annual Calendar of Events
• Chair the monthly Sharing Center Serve Saturday events, the Lenten Fish Fry Dinners
and the annual Vocation Fund Raiser events
I’m not bragging. On the contrary, this is a problem. I took on some of these activities
because nobody else wanted to do it. I am Grand Knight again because nobody was
trained and/or wanted to fill this position. As we lose brother Knights who were previously
active in supporting our Council’s many charitable events as officers, directors, chairmen
or participants, fewer Knights are available or interested in replacing them. Our Council’s
ability to support our St Mary Magdalen parish and community is at jeopardy.
I joined the Knights because I wanted to serve my parish community, to get involved with
men of the parish and to serve God. Maybe these are some of the reasons you joined.
There are other Catholic gentlemen who have the same desires. We need to be bold and
invite them to join our Council because we need their help. And maybe we can help them
fulfil their need to serve Christ, their church and their community … if only we invite them.
We need to recruit new Knights to provide workers for the harvest of the Lord – to
provide the manpower for our Council’s many charitable works and events.
During this next fiscal year the Council, with my leadership, will focus on succession planning and training. Each leader–Council officer or director or event chairman needs to find
and train their replacement. I will make sure a short education and training topic is presented during each of our Officer’s Planning meetings. I ask and pray for your support.
Roger Copeland is resigning his position as Membership Director. I thank Roger for his
years of service. An ideal replacement for this position would be someone who has
experience with sales so that he could provide training on how to ask a prospective candidate to become a new Knight. Maybe this is similar to what a sales person does to find a
prospect and sell them on a product or service. I also thank Elmer Mirabal for serving
as Community Director. Ed Gallagher has agreed to become the Council’s new
Community Director!
Vivat Jesus,
Tom Przybyla, Grand Knight

Inside This Issue:
Chaplain’s Message
Upcoming Calendar & Events
From our Faith Director
From our Life Director
Birthdays
Fraternal Benefits Advisor
SMM Teacher Appreciation
Congratulations Knights
Sharing Saturday Event

2
2-4
4
5
5
6
8
8
9

Important Dates - Looking Ahead:

• Tue July 6 – Officer’s Planning Meeting 7:00 pm
• Sat July 10 – Sharing Saturday 9:00 am
• Tue July 13 – Officer Installation & Council Meeting

6:30 pm

• Wed July 28 – Serve Coalition Dinner 6:00 pm
• Sat July 31 – Pinta Log Content Deadline
• Tue August 3 – Officer’s Planning Meeting 7:00 pm
• Tue August 10 – Council Meeting 7:00 pm

Photo Contributors: Ed Fleri and Robert Palmer II
Editor: Tom Przybyla
Council website: www.bishopgradykofc.org
View pictures from Council events from Roger Copeland’s Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/547682935400754/

Our Worthy Chaplain’s Message

By Fr. Frank Lobo

Dear Brother Knights
Happy Fourth of July
It is a wonderful fact that the United States is a country based in Democracy and Religious
Freedom. This is important because it allows people to develop their lives as individuals,
families and society, but also as spiritual persons and groups. Other contributing factors are
the economy, education and health systems. Basically, the USA is moving towards developing
structures that are capable of responding and caring for its people in these essential aspects of
life.
But the most important thing we must keep in mind is everyone’s understanding of these
blessings: You and I must understand what our responsibility is in regard to such marvelous rights. We are
called not only as humans or US citizens, but as Catholic Christians to share Christ with the World. How are we
going to make our own church and our homes a dynamic and joyful place where everybody experiences the
saving love of Jesus? How are we preparing to celebrate the 4th of July - with resolutions that last versus
setting off fireworks that just lighten the sky for a brief moment?
Let us celebrate as Catholics our Fourth of July, accepting our call to Share Christ with the World and perusing
to become witnesses of a Dynamic Church where everybody experiences the saving love of Jesus through our
charity, patriotism, unity and work.
Yours in Christ,
Your Worthy Chaplain,
Fr. Frank Lobo

The

Pinta Log Calendar

From the Editor

2020 - 2021 Annual Calendar Schedule of Events: Annual Calendar
Upcoming Council Events: Click on the link to view more details: Upcoming Events
• Check our Council’s
website for up-to-theminute information on
new events or changes
to scheduled events.
Add the site to your
browser’s
‘Favorites’
for quick access.
• If you have a story
you would like to be
considered for inclusion in The

Pinta

Log,

please submit
the article by email to:
przybytw@cfl.rr.com.
The content deadline
for the August edition
is Saturday, July 31.
Submission does not guarantee your article will be published.

Page 2

For the latest information:

www.bishopgradykofc.org

T H E P IN T A L O G

Officer’s Planning Meeting - Tue July 6

By Tom Przybyla

The Officer’s Planning meeting will be held on Tuesday, July 6 and starts at 7:00 pm using Zoom. An email will
be sent out with details for joining the meeting. All Knights are invited to participate with this Zoom meeting.
All council officers, directors and chairpersons are asked to participate with these meetings to
fulfill the responsibilities of their position. A short education and training topic will be provided during
each Officer’s Planning meeting.
Financial reports and previous meeting minutes will be presented at this meeting. All new business requests will
be also be presented at this meeting, discussed and if needed, voted on at the monthly Council general
meeting.
You can join the meeting in one of two ways - 1) by clicking on the link to join the meeting using your
computer's speaker and microphone for video and audio, or 2) you can use your phone to call a telephone
number to join the meeting using your phone for the audio portion of the meeting. After joining the meeting,
please mute your phone or computer audio.
Please read last month’s Council meeting minutes before this meeting (if you need the password to the Council’s
minutes page, send an email to Tom Przybyla at przybytw@cfl.rr.com) at this link :
http://www.bishopgradykofc.org/council-meeting-minutes.html

Serve Saturday at the Sharing Center - Sat July 10
Our Council participates with Serve Saturday at the Sharing center every
2nd Saturday of the month, serving from 9:00 am – 12:00 pm Noon.

Our next event is July 10.
Each month, our Council's volunteer group can include 6 – 21 people who will
volunteer their time each Saturday. Volunteers will assist in the Distribution
Center or the Store, where donations are received and processed. Volunteers
sort, inspect, organize and stock shelves with donated items.
If you can attend our next event, please RSVP your information by
clicking on the RSVP link that was included in the Serve
Saturday at the Sharing center email that is sent before the event.
Complete the requested information on the RSVP form and submit it. Or, you can email Tom Przybyla at
przybytw@cfl.rr.com.
Please wear your Knights of Columbus shirt if you have one for a photo opportunity. And please arrive 15
minutes early by 8:45 am. The Sharing center is located at: (click on the link to open a Google map)
600 North Highway 17-92, Suite 130 Longwood, FL 32750

Officer Installation & Virtual Council Meeting - Tue July 13
Our Council’s Officer Installation ceremony will occur on Tuesday, July 13 at 6:30 pm prior to the Council’s
monthly meeting. It will be a virtual ceremony via Zoom and should take around 35 minutes. There will be no
Rosary prior to this Council meeting. An email with the Zoom meeting details will be sent several days before
the July 13 ceremony/meeting. Family members and friends are invited to watch the Installation ceremony via
Zoom but only during the ceremony and not the Council meeting that follows. Officers who are participating
in the ceremony should wear a coat and tie.
You can join the meeting in one of two ways - 1) by clicking on the link to join the meeting using your computer's speaker and microphone for video and audio, or 2) you can use your phone to call a telephone number to
join the meeting using your phone for the audio portion of the meeting. After joining the meeting, please mute
your phone or computer audio.
Please read last month’s Council meeting minutes before this meeting (if you need the password to the Council’s
minutes page, send an email to Tom Przybyla at przybytw@cfl.rr.com) at this link :
http://www.bishopgradykofc.org/council-meeting-minutes.html
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Next Coalition Dinner - Wed July 28

By John Dsa

Our Council serves dinner at the Coalition for the Homeless in downtown Orlando on the
fourth Wednesday of each month. The next dinner is Wednesday, July 28.
John Dsa chairs these dinners. If you would like to volunteer for this dinner, please contact
John at johnpauldsa@gmail.com or 407-733-7063.
The Coalition for the Homeless is located at 639 W. Central Blvd in Orlando (located between Terry Ave and
Parramore Ave). For a map of their location, click on map.
Volunteers from the June 23rd dinner: (L to R) Ed Fleri, Pat Fleri, James Taglia, John Dsa, Diana and Teresa
Dsa.

From Our Faith Director -

By Les Philip

Dear Brothers,
Well, my Brother Knights, we are now forging forward on our journey through our 2021 - 22
season with a “change of the guard” of Charity, Unity & Fraternity. I’m confident it will not only
be a challenging year but one of service to all of His people; yet, here we are in the middle of
summer, knowing that while our families and school community are at rest, much planning still
goes on by many for the beginning of a new school and Parish year; this time with the
restrictions and fears of Covid behind us all.
God willing, we will all have time in July and August to rest and enjoy our families and get recharged. Keeping
this in mind, l encourage us all to get involved and take our witness to action by participating in the many
events coming up at the end of August. Whether it be attending the Gala for the 35 th anniversary of The
Sharing Center, or the Gala to benefit our Life Choices Medical Clinic, or the Knights of Columbus’ Special
Olympics at Daytona, all three to be held on August 28, 2021. I truly suggest you go where your heart leads you
or simply pray at home for the success of all three events. Please consider donating towards any or all of these
causes common to all of us.
Vivat Jesus,
Les Philip,
Faith Director

Exemplification Ceremony on Demand!
The Exemplification of Charity, Unity and Fraternity
is now available on-demand.

Any current 1st or 2nd Degree Knights can advance to the 3rd
Degree at any time of the day or night, 24/7, at your convenience. To participate in the ceremony immediately, use the

“On Demand” link below and the 30-minute ceremony will start upon completion of your registration.

If you know of any Brother Knight who would like to advance to the Third Degree, please pass this
information on to that Brother!
• Provide the required information including your council number (5618).
• Please note that your family and friends are welcome to observe the ceremony.
We look forward to you becoming a third-degree Knight of Columbus!

On Demand
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From Our Life Director

By James Taglia

Brother Knight,
Culture of Life July 2021
While June has been relatively quiet, we are gearing up for events in August. In fact, on
August 28 there are THREE events of importance to us.
1. Life Choices Medical Clinic is having its annual Gala at the Sheraton Hotel Orlando, North
(Maitland Center). There will be a celebration of Mass at 5:00 PM at Annunciation Church with
cocktails at 6:30 PM and dinner at 7:00 PM. The Culture of Life Committee has already
purchased a table. There will be 10 people at a table once the table is full. Tickets are $50/
person. Please reserve seats by emailing me at: jtaglia@gmail.com. This is a semi-formal
event.
2. The Sharing Center will have it’s annual Gala (why do all these people call it a “Gala”?) at 7:00 PM at the
Marriott in Lake Mary. Cost $250/person. Make reservations at: The Sharing Center - Share the Light Gala
(bidpal.net). This is a black tie event.
3. Knights Day at the Track for Special Olympics, Daytona International Speedway. We will meet at the Annex
at 2:30 PM and drive to Daytona. The Tailgating event begins at 4:30. Cost is $65/person. Race begins at
7:00 PM (after the rains hopefully). There are shuttles to and from parking. To reserve seats, contact our
representative directly at:
Nicholas Hepner | Group Sales Account Executive
Daytona International Speedway
1801 W International Speedway Blvd
Daytona Beach, FL 32114
Office Phone: (386) 681-4040 Mobile Phone: (586) 453-2404
When talking to Nick, advise him that you are from Council 5618 so that we are all together. He advised me
recently that we have until August 20 to secure seats … but to get all of us together, the earlier the better. This
is a casual event.
Notice how I give you fashion advice? If you need any financial planning, I suggest tax deductible donations to
http://cf-laps.life
In all seriousness, may God keep you safe and healthy. Please remember that we are here to support life from
conception to natural death.
Vivat Jesus,
James J. Taglia
Culture of Life Director

Brothers Celebrating July Birthdays
Jul 2

Paul C Riccard

Jul 11 Kelly J Craine

Jul 19 Gary Stalker

Jul 2

Thomas B Van Brunt

Jul 13 Daniel G Finnegan

Jul 20 Rev John R Flynn

Jul 3

Rev Michael W Burke

Jul 13 James J Taglia Jr

Jul 26 Chris P Seastrom

Jul 3

Brady Sweet

Jul 14 Elmer Y Mirabal Jr

Jul 27 Richard Micheil

Jul 4

Dale L Chesko

Jul 14 Richard B Rogers

Jul 29 Michael E Scotchie

Jul 4

Roberto M Gitto

Jul 16 Paul M Beleckas

Jul 30 Leslie K Philip

Jul 5

Michael M Soderstrom

Jul 18 Thomas M Dutko

Jul 7

Philip L Anthony

Jul 18 Deacon Gregory P Nelsen

Happy Birthday Brother Knights!
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Fraternal Benefits Advisor

By Michael Aun

Knights of Columbus Annuities
Knights of Columbus Retirement Annuity products are a stable and dependable means of
providing financial security and retirement savings. Most importantly, they offer a unique way of
providing income you cannot outlive.
Tax-Deferred Annuities, Individual Retirement Annuities (IRA), and Registered Retirement
Savings Plans (RRSP) are some of the best savings vehicles available today, as well as Roth
(U.S.) and TFSAs (Canada).
We offer: Competitive market-based interest rates, guaranteed safety of both deposit and
interest, significant tax savings as your money grows, money in a tax-deferred annuity grows
faster than a taxable account because interest earnings are not eroded by current income taxes.
The tax-deferred earnings remain in the account to compound, providing growth on funds that would otherwise
have been paid in taxes.
Single Premium Annuity: You make a single, lump sum payment that accrues interest until you begin
withdrawals.
Flexible Premium Annuity: Premium payments can be made on a regular basis, or as frequently as desired.
You can also choose your payment schedule as well.
Single Premium Immediate Annuity: Purchased with a single payment, it begins to pay out immediately.
IRAs are personal retirement savings plans that have tax benefits, and long-term growth potential. IRAs are one
of the best retirement savings vehicles available.
Traditional Individual Retirement Annuity: A tax-deferred retirement annuity (IRA) annual contribution for
2019, 2020 and 2021 is $6,000 or $7,000 if you are age 50 or older. The law permits individuals within prescribed income limits to set aside earnings tax-deferred until withdrawals begin at age 59 ½ or later (U.S. only).
Roth Individual Retirement Annuity: Allows taxpayers, subject to certain income limits, to save for retirement while allowing the savings to grow tax-free. Taxes are paid on contributions, but withdrawals, subject to
certain rules, are not at all (U.S. only).
How do I receive income?
Annuities offer a variety of choices for the distribution of your proceeds. Income is guaranteed for your entire
life. The annuity will begin paying at a specific age, usually age 65, and continue until your death (or even
beyond, depending on the payout option you select).
What happens if I die?
In the event of your death, proceeds are payable to your beneficiary free of probate costs and delays. If your
spouse is your primary beneficiary, she has a forego opportunity, meaning she can take over your tax-qualified
or non-qualified account upon your death and assume the same interest rates, terms and conditions until her
death.
What is a rollover?
If you have received a lump-sum distribution from a company pension or profit-sharing plan, you can continue
enjoying tax advantages by “rolling” it over into an annuity within 60 days of receipt. At retirement, when you
choose to receive your income, the funds in your annuity can provide you with monthly income payments for
the rest of your life, just like a pension.
What if I need money in an emergency?
Your annuity may be flexible, so that you may add to your annuity and make occasional withdrawals. After the
first annual contract date, up to 10% may be withdrawn yearly from your K of C annuity without a surrender
charge* if its accumulation is $5,000 or more.

* All withdrawals are subject to ordinary income taxes and any applicable IRS penalties if such
withdrawals are made prior to age 59 ½.
How do I know if an annuity is right for me?
People are buying annuities every day to secure their retirement. Billions of dollars are being placed in annuities
each year.
Let the strength and solvency of the Order work for you. Join the hundreds of thousands of members who
already entrusted Knights of Columbus insurance with the care of their retirement income.
FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL OR TEXT MICHAEL AUN AT (407)-870-0030 OR EMAIL HIM AT
MICHAEL.AUN@KOFC.ORG.
Page 6

For the latest information:

www.bishopgradykofc.org

T H E P IN T A L O G

Annual Council Dues Are Now DUE
Annual membership dues notices have been distributed and are now due. There are now three easy
ways to pay your annual dues this year. They are:
1. Pay with an on-line payment using a credit card or PayPal by clicking here: On-line payment
Select the purpose for your payment from the Purpose drop-down box. If the purpose is not listed, you can select
Other and type in the purpose in the Comment box.
2. Pay via a text message. Text “5618annualdues” to 225-25. See the instructions below.
3. Pay your dues by cash or check by giving it to our Financial Secretary, Donald Holzemer. Make your
check payable to: “Knights of Columbus 5618”. Or you can mail the check to:
Donald Holzemer
636 Mariner Way
Altamonte Springs, FL 32701-5435
Text Message Instructions:
a. Create a new text to 225-25 and enter ‘5618annualdues’ into the message area and send it.
b. A link to complete the donation is returned. Click on the link to complete the payment.
c. The following form will open. Complete the form and submit it.
Create text
Click on the link
Complete the form

Donations for Needful Council Knights

By Ed Fleri

Brothers, as you know, we are assisting five families, consisting of 11 children and 11 adults, by
providing food and or gift cards from Publix, Winn Dixie or Aldi markets on a weekly basis.
Your continued support is greatly appreciated. Donations may be dropped off at Tom’s Auto
Repair (Tom Galaida) located at 151 Obrien Road. The telephone number is 407.831.8484
The food and or gift cards will be picked up and distribute weekly. Your gifts are greatly
appreciated by the participants. Vivat Jesus,
Brother Ed Fleri 407-923-2828
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SMM Teacher’s Appreciation Breakfast

By Tom Przybyla

On June 3rd, Buddy Anderson, Dave Foret, Don Holzemer and myself prepared and served breakfast to the
SMM teachers in appreciation for all they do for the students of St Mary Magdalen Catholic School. They were
meeting for a workshop in the morning so it was a perfect time to serve them breakfast. We set out a buffet
table of bagels and cream cheese, assorted muffins, apple fritters, lunch meats and cheeses and fresh fruits
along with coffee and orange juice. Principal Lorianne Rotz and the teachers thanked our Council for the breakfast and the support our Council provides to the school throughout the year.

Congratulations Council 5618 Knights of Columbus!
1

2

Picture #1: Our Council’s newest 4th Degree Knights achieved their Patriotic Degrees on Sat June 19: (L to R)
Matt Auker, witness Bob Rasch, Andrew Nelson, Mark Lawrence and Sherman Evans.
Picture #2: All of the Knights who assisted or witnessed the Patriotic 4th Degree from Council 12761
(Annunciation) and our Council, which included Bob Rasch and Ed Fleri.
(No Pictures): Louis Elrose became a Honorary Membership member (those who attained the actual age
of 65 years and have been members of the Order for 25 consecutive years).
Michael Gilardi, Augusto Ferreria and Francisco Moll became Honorary Life Membership
members (those who attained the actual age of 70 years and have been members of the Order for 25 consecutive years, and those who have been members of the Order for 50 consecutive years, regardless of age).

Congratulations Council 5618 Knights on your achievements!!

Page 8

For the latest information:

www.bishopgradykofc.org

T H E P IN T A L O G

Sharing Saturday at the Sharing Center

By Tom Przybyla

There were 11 volunteers at the June 12 Knights of Columbus Serve Saturday event at the Sharing
Center and four were first timers — Martin Homac, Allie and Matt Auker, and Janet Ramondetta (wife of
Pete Ramondetta). They were joined by James Taglia, Jackie LaDue, Michael Schefstad and his son
Ryan, Melissa and David Weisman and me. Thank you volunteers!!!
Melissa, David, Martin, Michael and Ryan sorted donations in the air-conditioned warehouse. Matt, Allie, James,
Jackie, Janet and I placed clothes on the racks in the store. James and I got to tag each article of clothing,
which involves shooting a plastic tag onto each article; this is used as an inventory control process for identifying how long each item is on the rack.

I hope you, your family members and friends can join us for our next event on
July 10. RSVP to the email invitation for this month’s event; it will have the subject line of
Serve Saturday at the Sharing center.

Attendance Drawing
The winner of the last month’s $150 pot was Robert Doty, but he did not participate with the
virtual meeting.
The Attendance Drawing is a program that encourages our Council Knights to come to our Membership
meetings or participate with a virtual meeting. The pot for our next month’s meeting will contain
$150. You could be the next winner! But, you need to participate with the meeting to win!
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Council Officers 2021 - 2022

Website Link: Officers

Chaplain

Father Frank Lobo

Advocate:

Ed Gallagher

Grand Knight:

Tom Przybyla

Lecturer:

John Paul D’sa

Deputy Grand Knight: Matt Auker

Trustee 1 Year:

David Foret

Chancellor:

Alan Blackmon

Trustee 2 Year:

Richard Coln

Financial Secretary:

Donald Holzemer

Trustee 3 Year:

Mark Lawrence

Recorder:

Peter Ramondetta

Fraternal Benefits Advisor:

Michael Aun

Treasurer:

Les Philip

District Deputy, District 24:

Carmine Bravo

Warden:

David Weisman

District Warden, District 24:

Robert Palmer

Inside Guard:

Tom Poppell

Outside Guards:

Tom Galaida
Tom Dutko

Faith In Action Program Directors & Chairmen 2021 - 2022
Faith Director:

Les Philip

Community Director:

Ed Gallagher

Family Director:

David Weisman

Life Director:

James Taglia Jr

Membership Chairman:

Roger Copeland

Youth Chairman:

Ed Gallagher

Coalition for the Homeless John Dsa
Dinners Chairman:

Lenten Fish Fry Dinners Chairman: Tom Przybyla

Seminarian Chairman:

Card Ministry Chairman:

Emilio Regala

Beeler Gausz

Want to order your wife our Council’s K of C name tag? You can order a name tag from Don Holzemer at our
next business meeting or by sending him an email at amidon49@cfl.rr.com.
Beeler Gausz, our Council’s chairman of the Card Ministry will send out cards of hope, sympathy, or condolence
in our Council’s name to brothers and families who are in distress, such as when we lose a brother, or we want
to cheer up a brother or their loved one who might be homebound or who is in the hospital. If you would like
Beeler to send out a card, please notify him via email: abgausz@me.com or by phone: 321-229-7547 (cell).
If you know of a Brother, or relative of a Brother in distress, contact any of your Council officers. We have
many people who need your prayers as they suffer severe medical challenges. They know your prayers are a
blessing. Please continue to pray all the Knights and their loved ones who are in need of prayers, especially
those people on our Council’s Prayer List, which is found on our website.
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ANDERSON ASSOCIATES

Timing Belts • Tune Ups • Engine Repair
Brakes • Clutches • A. C. Repair
Computer Diagnosis & Repair

Specializing in Medicare

Turning age 65 in the next 4 months? Have more questions than
answers? Do you have the plan best suited for YOU? Considering a
change in your plan for next year? Over 65 and losing your group
coverage? Call me!

TOM’S AUTO REPAIR, INC.
Foreign & Domestic
Same Day Service

My job is to explain your options and I am well versed in
Medicare. Call me…let’s talk!

205 Whippoorwill Drive
Altamonte Springs, FL
32701-7827

wcanderson1@outlook.com
407-834-8973 (r)
407-402-7879 (c/text)

William “Buddy” Anderson LUTCF

407-831-8484
MV-06515

TOM & MARY ELLEN GALAIDA
Parishioners

151 O’Brien Road
Fern Park, FL 32730
Tame Properties, LLC

Council 5618 Brother Knights can advertise or convey a message to other Knights in the electronic version of
the Pinta Log. You can purchase an ad for $10 per quarter (3 month period) or $35 for a 1 year period. Send
your request to Tom Przybyla at Przybytw@cfl.rr.com. Include the wording, picture (if applicable) and
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