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Grand Knight’s Message to the Council
By Worthy Grand Knight, Tom Przybyla

Brother Knights,
This Lent, God has been showing me how to increase my faith in Him
and to trust completely in Him to answer my prayers. I was very anxious
about the first Fish Fry Dinner because there are so many moving parts,
the process was new and I worried if we would have enough volunteers.
I prayed for God’s help and protection. He answered my prayers with
that first dinner. Starting with the second dinner, I began to realize that
I could worry less if I trusted completely in the Lord. Once again, God
provided all the help we needed. I completely believed that the Lord provides and
answers prayers after the 3rd dinner when several key and experienced volunteers
could not attend the dinner. God provided more volunteers and we were successful.
Then, on Saturday afternoon when I came home after the Men’s Conference, my wife
started to tell me that our refrigerator was not cooling. Immediately, my blood
pressure increased and I started to take control of the situation by asking a bunch of
questions. She calmly told me she had moved all of the items to the garage refrigerator, had cleaned up the mess and made a repair appointment.
After seeing she had things under control and after calming down, God helped me
realize that trusting in Him also means: He would work through others to provide for
our needs; I don’t have to be in control of everything and I should trust my wife to
handle emergencies!
I’m learning to ask God to help me figure out how do things and to rely more on Him
and less on my abilities (relying less on my will and more on his will). That is easier
said than done. But I have faith that the Lord will continue to help show me how to
do this. I’m sure He will do the same for you; give it a try—pray, ask and believe.

“So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will
strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with My righteous right hand.” Isaiah
41:10
Rather than worry or trying to control everything, we should pray and seek God’s
peace and righteousness:
“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ
Jesus.” (Philippians 4:6, 7)
All of you who volunteered for the dinners, THANK YOU so much!
Tom Przybyla,
Grand Knight
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• Tue Apr 5 – Officer’s Planning Meeting 7:00 pm
• Fri Apr 8 – 6th Fish Fry Dinner 5:00 pm
• Sat Apr 9 – Sharing Saturday 9:00 am
• Tue Apr 12 – Council Meeting 7:00 pm
• Sun Apr 17– Easter—Halleluiah
• Wed Apr 27 – Coalition for the Homeless 5:00 pm
• Sat Apr 30 – Pinta Log Content Deadline
• Tue May 3 – Officer’s Planning Meeting 7:00 pm
• Tue May 10 – Council Meeting 7:00 pm
• Sat May 21 – Family Picnic & Honor Altar Servers

11:00 am

Photo Contributors: Tom Przybyla, Roger Copeland
Editor: Tom Przybyla
Council website: www.bishopgradykofc.org
View pictures from Council events from Roger Copeland’s Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/547682935400754/

Our Worthy Chaplain’s Message

By Tom Przybyla

Father Frank’s messages will return after his suspension is lifted. Please
continue to pray for him.
Tom Przybyla

The

Pinta Log Calendar

From the Editor

2021 - 2022 Annual Calendar Schedule of Events: Annual Calendar
Upcoming Council Events: Click on the link to view more details: Upcoming Events
• Check our Council’s
website for up-to-theminute information on
new events or changes
to scheduled events.
Add the site to your
browser’s
‘Favorites’
for quick access.
• If you have a story
you would like to be
considered for inclusion in The

Pinta

Log,

please submit
the article by email to:
przybytw@cfl.rr.com.
The content deadline
for the May edition is
Saturday, April 30.
Submission does not guarantee your article will be published.

Officer’s Planning Meeting - Tue April 5

By Tom Przybyla

The Officer’s Planning meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 5 and starts at 7:00 pm. This will be a
virtual meeting via Zoom. An email was sent several days before the meeting with details on how to
join the meeting. All Knights are invited to participate with this Zoom meeting. All council officers,
directors and chairpersons are asked to participate with these meetings to fulfill the
responsibilities of their position. Financial reports will be presented at this meeting. All new business
requests will be also be presented at this meeting, discussed and if needed, voted on at the monthly Council
general meeting. For the April meetings, the highlighted SMM value is: Soul-stirring Sacramental celebrations.
Please think about what this value means to you and how you can act on it. I hope you will share your thoughts
in this meeting. You can join the meeting in one of two ways - 1) clicking on the link to join the meeting using
your computer's speaker and microphone for video and audio, or 2) you can use your phone to call a telephone
number to join the meeting using your phone for the audio portion of the meeting. After joining the meeting,
please mute your phone or computer audio.
Please read last month’s Council meeting minutes before this meeting (if you need the password to the Council’s
minutes page, send an email to Tom Przybyla at przybytw@cfl.rr.com) at this link :
http://www.bishopgradykofc.org/council-meeting-minutes.html
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Lenten Fish Fry Dinners - Friday April 8
The Knights from Council 5618 will provide our last Fish Fry Dinners on Friday, April 8. Dinners will be served
between 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm. Seating will be in the School Cafeteria and at the School Cafeteria Picnic tables.
We will also provide “take-out” service. All dinner options will be picked up from inside the cafeteria, entering
through the doors under the canopy.
If you prefer, you can pre-order and pay for your dinners ahead of time from this link or QR code:
Purchase Dinner Tickets Online
Our goal is to provide our delicious Fish Fry Dinners to our parish community while
keeping everyone safe. Finish your week by enjoying dinner with your family at the
Knights’ Fish Fry Dinners being served in the Saint Mary Magdalen School Cafeteria!
Delicious desserts will be available for donations by the Scouts to support their
programs.
Please help support these dinners by buying dinners and spreading the word to your
friends, family members and fellow parishioners. Thank you for your support!

Serve Saturday at the Sharing Center - Sat April 9
Our Council participates with Serve Saturday at the Sharing center every 2nd
Saturday of the month, serving from 9:00 am – 12:00 pm Noon.
Our next event is April 9.
If you can attend our next event, please signup using the link below or you can email
Tom Przybyla at przybytw@cfl.rr.com. Bring your family, especially teenagers who need service hours.
Sign-up link: https://volunteersignup.org/E7M9K
Please wear your Knights of Columbus shirt if you have one for a photo opportunity. And please arrive 15
minutes early by 8:45 am. The Sharing center is located at: (click on the link to open a Google map)
600 North Highway 17-92, Suite 130 Longwood, FL 32750

Council Meeting - Tue April 12
Our next Council meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 12 in the Annex building at 7:00 pm in the
San Juan de la Cruz room. We will not use Zoom for this meeting.
The highlighted SMM value is: Soul-stirring Sacramental celebrations. Please think about what this
value means to you and how you can act on it. I hope you will share your thoughts in this meeting.
Please read last month’s Council meeting minutes before this meeting (if you need the password to the Council’s
minutes page, send an email to Tom Przybyla at przybytw@cfl.rr.com) at this link :
http://www.bishopgradykofc.org/council-meeting-minutes.html

Pro-Life Five Star Achiever Forms—Due Apr 12

By James Taglia

The Pro-Life Five Star Achiever form must be completed to achieve the award for 2021 - 2022
qualifying pro-life events. All it takes to achieve this award is to participate with 5 qualifying pro-life
events. Click on the link below to open and complete a pdf version of the Pro-Life 5 Star Achiever
Award form. You can type into the PDF document and then save it. Page 1 is the application that you
should complete. Page 2 contains the requirements and some qualifying events. If you don’t think you have
enough Pro Life Events in your history, look at page 2 of the form. It provides a list of approved events. You
can copy and paste the events from page 2 into the boxes on page 1. Once saved, attach and send the
completed form to James Taglia at: jtaglia@gmail.com
The deadline to submit the form is April 12, 2022. Click on this link:
Pro Life 5 Star Achiever Award request form
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Next Coalition Dinner - Wed April 27

By John Dsa

Our Council normally serves dinner at the Coalition for the Homeless in downtown Orlando on
the fourth Wednesday of each month. The next dinner is Wednesday, April 27 and
arrival time at the new building's kitchen is 5:00 pm.
John Dsa chairs these dinners. If you would like to volunteer for this dinner, please contact John at johnpauldsa@gmail.com or 407-733-7063.
The Coalition for the Homeless is located at 639 W. Central Blvd in Orlando (located between Terry Ave and
Parramore Ave). For a map of their location, click on map.

Family Picnic/Honor Altar Servers - Sat May 21

By Ed Gallagher

Mark your calendars! Our Council’s Family Picnic will be held on Saturday
May 21 under the pavilion at our usual location of Spring Valley Park in
Altamonte Springs from 11:00 am - 2:00 pm. This year we will honor our
graduating 8th grade Altar Servers at the picnic.
The picnic is FREE! All brothers and their family members are invited. In
addition, please invite any prospective Knights and their family members.

Attendance Drawing
The winner of the last month’s $150 pot was Richard Moltzon, but he was not present at the
meeting.
The Attendance Drawing is a program that encourages our Council Knights to come to our Council
meetings. The pot for our next month’s meeting will contain $150. You could be the next winner!
But, you need to be present at the meeting to win!
Tom Przybyla won $30 from the 50/50 drawing!!

Officer Nominations, Duties & Elections Timing

By Tom Przybyla

Nominations for officers are now open for the 2022 - 2023 period. If you are interested in becoming an officer,
please contact a nominating committee which consists of our 3 Trustees.
Officer elections for the 2022 - 2023 period will occur at our June, 2022 Council meeting. The Trustees, as the
nominating committee, are currently seeking nominations for all Council officer positions.
The timing for the election process is:
• Read in the proposed slate of new officers in the April Council meeting.
• The slate will be published in the May Pinta Log newsletter.
• Elections will occur in the June Council meeting, the new officers are inducted in June and start in July.
You can view a description the duties and responsibilities of Council Officers and Directors from this link: Officer
and Director Duties/Responsibilities
If you are interested in a position and/or would like to be added to the nominating list, please contact Mark
Lawrence, Dave Foret, Rich Coln or myself.
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From Our Faith Director -

By Les Philip

Brother Knights,
With a lot in my heart but at a loss for words at this time, I came across a little book that was
given to one of my children by the late Sr. George Francis, SNJM, past principal of our school on
this most Holiest of weeks in our Church. Following are excerpts from the chapter titled, “The
Scandal of The Cross, How to Endure Evil with Love.”

One of the greatest scandals in Christianity is that Jesus did not come to take away pain but to
take away the Sin of the world!
As we approach Palm Sunday, think of this, “This is what it means to carry the Cross: to endure with Love that
portion of the world’s evil which happens to fall on us. To share in the redemption of the world, both as
receiving that redemption for ourselves and as helping to extend it to others, means to endure with Love those
consequences of sin in the world which cause pain and suffering in our lives. He doesn’t Save us by changing
what is Outside of us—but by changing our hearts, by empowering us to change in the very depths of our
being: in mind and heart and will. This is true Salvation”.
Vivat Jesus!
Les Philip,
Faith Director

District Deputy’s Letter

By Carmine Bravo

Worthy Brothers Knights,
We are rounding the corner of LENT to the blessed day of Resurrection Sunday. During this
period of Lent, I hope it was meaningful for you in terms of your renewed relationship with the
Lord.
Now is the time to finish the fraternal year with a bang. It's the perfect opportunity to put your
faith on display whereas otherwise others might not know about the Knights of Columbus. Be
sure your reports are completed and submitted and your delegates have signed up for the
Florida state's convention.
I wish you a blessed Easter.
Viva Jesus,
Carmine M Bravo
District Deputy 24

Exemplification Ceremony on Demand!
The Exemplification of Charity, Unity and Fraternity
is now available on-demand.

Any current 1st or 2nd Degree Knights can advance to the 3rd
Degree at any time of the day or night, 24/7, at your convenience. To participate in the ceremony immediately, use the

“On Demand” link below and the 30-minute ceremony will start upon completion of your registration.
If you know of any Brother Knight who would like to advance to the Third Degree, please pass this
information on to that Brother!
• Provide the required information including your council number (5618).
• Please note that your family and friends are welcome to observe the ceremony.
We look forward to you becoming a third-degree Knight of Columbus!
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From Our Life Director

By James Taglia

Brothers,
By now you are aware that Laps is on the books. But did you know that we raised over
$92,000 pre-match? Bishop Thomas J Grady Council 5816 raised roughly 20% of that amount
with over $19,000. We did well. Thanks and congratulations. On to 2023, March 4 to be
precise. PUT IT ON YOUR CALENDAR NOW.
Supreme sent a film crew to our March 5th event. The link to the video is below:
https://youtu.be/F3kRtnrLLY0
We’ve had over 5,000 hits after I sent it to my immediate family…just saying.
Remember in June we have the Special Olympics 2022 USA Games on June 5 — 12. We need volunteers. Mark
Lawrence will follow up on this with us. To register, click on this link:
https://volunteer.2022usagames.org
In August there is a Knights day at the Track. We would go to the Coke Zero 400 (FKA Firecracker 400 when it
was on July 4). Again, more to follow.
Jackie and I have attended a few Human Trafficking Seminars. This is a huge deal, especially in Orlando (this
area is number 3 nationally). We need to step up and we need a Knight to spearhead this. Please consider this
and pray over it. I am going to remain active and help. I just cannot do it all. While everyone thinks of sex
trafficking, this is only part of it. The agricultural industry is huge, as are the motels on I Drive where the piecework rate on housekeeping is at issue. All of these are Culture of Life issues and we as Brother Knights need to
step up and get involved. Again, we need someone to take ownership of Human Trafficking issues, get educated
as Jackie and I did and then lead our Council’s efforts to address the issues.
Thanks for everything and God Bless you.
Vivat Jesus,
James J. Taglia,
Culture of Life Director

Leave No Neighbor Behind - Helping Hands Program
If you know of a brother Knight, Men’s Club member or SMM parishioner who needs
the labor to help with a small project, such as yard work, pressure washing, or small
repairs, and they have purchased the needed supplies, please contact our program
chair Martin Homac at homacmartin1@gmail.com or 321-356-3184 or Tom
Przybyla at przybytw@cfl.rr.com or 407-460-8109. We need at least a week of lead
time before we can schedule the project work.
Our Council’s Helping Hands program has 19 volunteers who will be emailed when we Know of a new project.
Martin and Fred Milcarsz recently did some screen repair work and roof clean-up for brother Wayne Fricker.
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Lenten Fish Fry Dinners

By Tom Przybyla

Our 2022 Fish Fry Dinners have been successful and a blessing to our Council and our SMM parish and community. With one dinner to go, attendance this year has been up from last year. Our customers are enjoying the
dinners and the social environment where they can once again meet and spend time socializing with their
friends.
We’ve been blessed with many volunteers for each dinner. The volunteers include members of the SMM CCW
and friends and family members of our Knights. This year I’ve observed that everyone has been working extremely well together, becoming more efficient with each dinner. May God bless you for your loving service.
At our March 25 dinner, Community Director Ed Gallagher presented Basketball Free Throw Competition
awards to our Council’s champions. He also presented one of our donation checks to SMM School Principal Lorianne Rotz. You can view all of he pictures on our website’s Home page
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Central Florida Laps for Life

By Tom Przybyla

The 2022 Laps for Life fund raising event at the Bishop Moore High School track broke all previous records by
exceeding $92,000 before the match from our Supreme Council. James Taglia did an incredible job of
organizing this year’s event and in soliciting participation from not only our Council, but from other local Knights’
councils and from companies to help sponsor this event. Thank you to all Knights from our Council who helped
raise funds for this event, which was over $19,000; which I believe is a Council record if I’m right. Also, thanks
to those Knights and family members who participated with the event at the track on March 5.
Watch the video created by the Supreme Council’s video crew: https://youtu.be/F3kRtnrLLY0
You can view all of he pictures on our website’s Home page
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Sharing Saturday at the Sharing Center

By Tom Przybyla

There were 4 volunteers at the March 12 Knights of Columbus Serve Saturday event
at the Sharing Center! They were Alan Blackman, James Taglia, John Michael
Zawistowski and me. The four of us tagged and hung clothes in the Sharing Center’s
retail store. We were sore and tired from working at the 2nd Fish Fry Dinner but we were happy to serve at the
Sharing Center to help the needy and homeless of Seminole County. Unfortunately, I forgot to take photos!
Come to the next Sharing Saturday at the Sharing Center event on April 9. Sign up from this link:

https://volunteersignup.org/E7M9K

Meals on Wheels

By Tom Przybyla

At our March Council meeting, Brother Mike McKee presented information on Meals on Wheels, Etc. He is the
Executive Director of this organization. He described what they do and explained their Longwood location is
underutilized and he would like to have more people come for lunch. He will be providing more information in
the near future and has made the following invitation to help introduce this organization to our Council:
Meals on Wheels, Etc. would love to invite the KOC to a free lunch at our Longwood dining site. For reference,
it's located at: Longwood Hills Congregational Church
1255 E.E. Williamson Rd.
Longwood, FL 32750
I'll be able to provide a menu in advance (different food is served on different days). We'll be sure to have the
Knights on a day when something really good is served.
Michael McKee, Executive Director
Meals on Wheels, Etc.
2801 S. Financial Ct.
Sanford, FL 32773
mmckee@mealsetc.org
(407) 333-8877 ext. 110

Brothers Celebrating April Birthdays
Apr 2

George F Meyer

Apr 10

Mathew E Fisher

Apr 22 Gaston J Vargas

Apr 3

Roger A Repstien

Apr 14

James P Panico

Apr 23 Patrick M Braun

Apr 3

Angel G Retana

Apr 15

Antoney J Manipadam

Apr 29 David Godzisz

Apr 4

Dante F Farina

Apr 17

Mark A Lawrence

Apr 29 John Paul D’sa

Apr 4

Joseph Spinella

Apr 18

Deacon Gerard H Kelly

Apr 30 Peter C Markusic

Apr 8

Matthew D Auker

Apr 20

John J Bowers

Apr 9

John P Carvalho

Apr 20

Robert W Schmidt

Happy Birthday Brother Knights!

Donations for Needful Council Knights

By Ed Fleri

Brothers, as you know, we are assisting five families, consisting of 11 children and 11 adults, by
providing food and or gift cards from Publix, Winn Dixie or Aldi markets on a weekly basis.
Your continued support is greatly appreciated. Donations may be dropped off at Tom’s Auto
Repair (Tom Galaida) located at 151 Obrien Road. The telephone number is 407.831.8484
The food and or gift cards will be picked up and distribute weekly. Your gifts are greatly
appreciated by the participants. Vivat Jesus, Brother Ed Fleri 407-923-2828
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Congratulations Council 5618 Knights of Columbus!
1

2

3

Picture #1: Grand Knight Tom Przybyla
presents the February Knight of the Month
award to Alan Blackmon. Alan was
recognized for attending monthly Sharing Saturday at the Sharing Center events even when
he was in pain before his hip replacement
surgery and for supporting our Lenten Fish Fry
Dinners by moving supplies and superbly
washing pots/utensils and cleaning the kitchen
after each dinner.
Picture #2: Grand Knight Tom Przybyla
presents the February Family of the Month
award to the Greg Nelsen family - Greg and
Barbara Nelsen are recognized for all they do in serving the SMM parish. Greg is an exemplary Deacon, giving
excellent homilies, participating with masses and funerals, leading the Cancer Support group and working with
men who are studying to become Deacons. In addition to supporting and helping Greg, Barbara is the backup
leader of the Sacristans and serves as a Sacristan most Sundays. We applaud them for their strong example
they set for all families in our community!
Picture #3: Grand Knight Tom Przybyla congratulates and presents the January Knight of the Month award
to Larry Scotchie. (The award was not available for the March Council meeting.)
Picture #4: Grand Knight Tom Przybyla assists Mason Philip, grandson of Les Philip and a future Levitical
staff member as he helps cleanup after a recent Mass.
Picture #5: District Deputy Carmine Bravo recently presented the Columbian Founders’ award to Past Grand
Knight Mark Lawrence from the 2019—2020 period. A Council earns this award by hosting two approved
Fraternal Benefit Seminars, in conjunction with their General Agent or Field Agent.
No Picture: Brother Wayne Stewart became an honorary member on March 16, 2022. Knights who have
attained the actual age of 70 years and who have been members of the Order for 25 consecutive years, and
those who have been members of the Order for 50 consecutive years, regardless of age, shall be designated as
Honorary Life Membership members and are exempt from the further payment of dues and assessments.
4

5

Congratulations Council 5618 Knights on your achievements!!
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Council Officers 2021 - 2022

Website Link: Officers

Chaplain

Father Frank Lobo

Advocate:

Ed Gallagher

Grand Knight:

Tom Przybyla

Lecturer:

John Paul D’sa

Deputy Grand Knight:

Matt Auker

Trustee 1 Year:

David Foret

Chancellor:

Alan Blackmon

Trustee 2 Year:

Richard Coln

Financial Secretary:

Donald Holzemer

Trustee 3 Year:

Mark Lawrence

Recorder:

Peter Ramondetta

Fraternal Benefits Advisor:

Brian Lazusky

Treasurer:

Les Philip

District Deputy, District 24:

Carmine Bravo

Warden:

David Weisman

District Warden, District 24:

Robert Palmer

Inside Guard:

Tom Poppell

Outside Guards:

Tom Galaida
Tom Dutko

Faith In Action Program Directors & Chairmen 2021 - 2022
Faith Director:

Les Philip

Community Director:

Ed Gallagher

Family Director:

David Weisman

Life Director:

James Taglia Jr

Membership Chairman:

Martin Homac

Youth Chairman:

Ed Gallagher

Coalition for the Homeless John Dsa
Dinners Chairman:

Lenten Fish Fry Dinners Chairman: Tom Przybyla

Seminarian Chairman:

Card Ministry Chairman:

Emilio Regala

Beeler Gausz

Want to order your wife our Council’s K of C name tag? You can order a name tag from Don Holzemer at our
next business meeting or by sending him an email at amidon49@cfl.rr.com.
Beeler Gausz, our Council’s chairman of the Card Ministry will send out cards of hope, sympathy, or condolence
in our Council’s name to brothers and families who are in distress, such as when we lose a brother, or we want
to cheer up a brother or their loved one who might be homebound or who is in the hospital. If you would like
Beeler to send out a card, please notify him via email: abgausz@me.com or by phone: 321-229-7547 (cell).
If you know of a Brother, or relative of a Brother in distress, contact any of your Council officers. We have
many people who need your prayers as they suffer severe medical challenges. They know your prayers are a
blessing. Please continue to pray all the Knights and their loved ones who are in need of prayers, especially
those people on our Council’s Prayer List, which is found on our website.
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ANDERSON ASSOCIATES

Timing Belts • Tune Ups • Engine Repair
Brakes • Clutches • A. C. Repair
Computer Diagnosis & Repair

Specializing in Medicare

Turning age 65 in the next 4 months? Have more questions than
answers? Do you have the plan best suited for YOU? Considering a
change in your plan for next year? Over 65 and losing your group
coverage? Call me!

TOM’S AUTO REPAIR, INC.
Foreign & Domestic
Same Day Service

My job is to explain your options and I am well versed in
Medicare. Call me…let’s talk!

205 Whippoorwill Drive
Altamonte Springs, FL
32701-7827

wcanderson1@outlook.com
407-834-8973 (r)
407-402-7879 (c/text)

William “Buddy” Anderson LUTCF

407-831-8484
MV-06515

TOM & MARY ELLEN GALAIDA
Parishioners

This space is available to you.
Support our Council and our
many charitable activities!
Advertise your business or
sponsor an ad.

151 O’Brien Road
Fern Park, FL 32730
Tame Properties, LLC

Pinta Log Ads are only
$10 per quarter
$35 per year

Council 5618 Brother Knights can advertise or convey a message to other Knights in the electronic version of
the Pinta Log. You can purchase an ad for $10 per quarter (3 month period) or $35 for a 1 year period. Send
your request to Tom Przybyla at Przybytw@cfl.rr.com. Include the wording, picture (if applicable) and
instructions for your ad in the email.
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