
 

 

Brother Knights,  

2023 is turning out to be a very exciting time for our Council! We held a 
successful Pancake Breakfast on January 8. We have the participation of 
a Chaplain again as Fr. Duberney continues to learn and participate in 
our Council’s many activities. We are 67% of the way to achieving our 
Council’s membership quota – we’ve added 8 new Knights out of a  
quota of 12 new Knights. Our Tootsie Roll Drive is coming up on  
February 18 and 19. Our famous Lenten Fish Fry Dinners start on  

February 24. We have a new Fraternal Benefits Advisor – Brian Lazusky. Laps for Life 
will be held on March 4 so we should be raising/donating money now. We held our 
Council’s Basketball Free Throw Competition in January and our Council is hosting the 
District Level Free Throw Competition on February 11, followed immediately by a new 
event – a Hockey Shoot-Out Challenge! Our new Knighthood Degree Exemplification 
Team held their first in-person ceremony and they were fantastic – putting on a  
professional level ceremony!  

Lent starts with Ash Wednesday on February 22. I encourage you to read Fr.  
Duberney’s, Les Philip’s and District Deputy Michael Coleman’s articles which will 
help prepare yourselves for Lent. In addition, see the article with Monsignor Ed 
Thompson’s Lenten Message from 2015, something I listen to every year. Please 
listen to this classic, timeless message.  

Our Lenten Fish Fry Dinners start on Friday, February 24. I ask you to help support 
these dinners by volunteering, buying dinners and spreading the word to your friends, 
family members and fellow parishioners. This is a community event – invite your 
neighbors to attend these dinners; this is a great way to evangelize. When they come 
to a dinner on the parish grounds, they will see our beautiful campus and experience 
all of the friendly people. With God’s intervention, it can lead to their coming to Mass 
and even joining our parish! God needs you to take the first step to invite them to a 
dinner.  

We need your help to ask and persuade Catholic gentlemen to join our active Council. 
This is yet another way to evangelize to spread the good news of Jesus Christ. 
Through your words, actions and example of living as Jesus commands, men will want 
to join our Council. Be bold and confident in the grace of the Holy Spirit to help you 
make the invitation.  

Become active in our Council’s activities. As Monsignor Ed Thompson, our beloved 
priest who loved the Knights of Columbus, would say “An active Knight is a happy 
Knight and a happy Knight is a holy Knight.” 

Tom Przybyla,  Grand Knight 
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Photo Contributors: Tom Przybyla, Tom Weninger, Roger Copeland Editor: Tom Przybyla 

Council website: https://www.bishopgradykofc.org/ 

View pictures from Council events from Roger Copeland’s Facebook page:   

https://www.facebook.com/groups/547682935400754/ 
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Dear Brothers, 
On February 2, the candles are blessed in the Mass to symbolize the presentation of Christ, 
light of the world. As baptized, we assume the commitment to offer this light that we have 
received in such a way that the people we meet around us can recognize the faith that  
sustains us. The church encourages us by reminding us of the urgency of recovering the 
luminous character of faith, saying the characteristic of the light of faith is the ability to  
illuminate the entire existence of man. God's loving encounter with his people transforms 
us, in such a way as to surrender Jesus recognizing Him as the path which leads us to the 
fullness of life. “Faith makes us taste in advance the light of the beatific vision, the goal of 

our journey here below” (CEC n.163). 

As Knights of Columbus, we know that the exemplification of life leads us precisely to constantly strive to keep 
the fire of faith burning. Through the different activities in which we can get involved, we have the opportunity 
to grow in faith while giving witness to the transformation of the world through the experience of the Christian 
values that sustain us. 

Lent begins on February 22, offering us the opportunity to strengthen our inner life in a close and intimate  
encounter with our God who summons us to be more attentive to the needs of our brothers and sisters and to 
grow in stewardship. “Faith reveals just how firm the bonds between people can be when God is present in their 
midst. Faith does not merely grant interior firmness, a steadfast conviction on the part of the believer; it also 
sheds light on every human relationship because it is born of love which reflects God’s own love. The God who 
is himself reliable gives us a city which is reliable” (Lumen Fidei n.50). 

Strengthening the ties that unite us, let us prepare to plan our Lenten journey, in such a way that this period of 
time helps us to sustain our relationship with God discovering His heart within as, so as to express our love for 
others in acts and ways that please Him. May the inspiration that Fr. Michael J. McGivney received sustain us on 
the path of holiness. 

Fr. Duberney Rodas,   
Chaplain 

Our Worthy Chaplain’s Message By Fr. Duberney Rodas 

• Check our Council’s 
website for up-to-the-
minute information on 
new events or changes 
to scheduled events. 
Add the site to your 
browser’s ‘Favorites’ for 
quick access. 

• If you have a story you 
would like to be consid-

ered for inclusion in The 

Pinta Log, please 

submit the article by 
email to:   

przybytw@cfl.rr.com.  

The content deadline for 
the March edition is 
Tuesday, February 28. 

Submission does not guarantee 
your article will be published. 

The Pinta Log Calendar From the Editor 
2022 - 2023 Annual Calendar Schedule of Events:  Annual Calendar 

Upcoming Council Events:  Click on the link to view more details:  Upcoming Events 

http://www.bishopgradykofc.org
mailto:przybytw@cfl.rr.com
http://www.bishopgradykofc.org/uploads/4/5/7/3/45734659/calendar_2021-2022.pdf
http://www.bishopgradykofc.org/upcoming-events.html
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Our Council's next Officer’s Planning meeting will occur on Tuesday, February 7. It will be held virtually 
using Microsoft Teams from 7:00 - 8:00 pm. An email with the meeting link will be distributed a few 
days before the meeting. 

The primary purpose of this meeting is to take care of details that don’t interest members, entertain 
new ideas, programs and initiatives, and agree upon agenda details for the next Council meeting.  

All Knights are invited to participate with this meeting. All council officers, directors and chairpersons are  
expected to participate with these meetings to fulfill the responsibilities of their position. Financial reports will be 
presented and all new business requests must be presented at this meeting, discussed and if needed, voted on 
at the monthly Council meeting. 

Please read last month’s Council meeting minutes before this meeting at this link:Meeting Minutes (if you need 
the password to the Council’s minutes page, send an email to Tom Przybyla at przybytw@cfl.rr.com). 

Officer Planning Meeting - Tue Feb 7 By Tom Przybyla 

Our Council participates with Serve Saturday at the Sharing center every 2nd 
Saturday of the month, serving from 9:00 am – 12:00 pm Noon.   

Our next event is February 11. If you can attend our next event, please  
signup using the link below or you can email Tom Przybyla at przybytw@cfl.rr.com. 
Bring your family, especially teenagers who need service hours. Sign-up link:  volunteer signup  

There were 11 volunteers at the January event: Alan Blackmon, Tom Weninger, Bob Rasch, Joe Pocius, 
Marie and Lou Elrose, Nora, Stacie and Oscar Arechavla, Rodolfo Chang and me. We all tagged and hung 
clothes in the retail store. Click to see all the photos. 

The Sharing center is located at: 600 North Highway 17-92, Suite 130 Longwood, FL 32750   (click on the link to 
open a Google map)  

Serve Saturday at the Sharing Center - Sat February 11 

Bishop Thomas J Grady Council 5618 will host the District 24 Free Throw 
Competition on Saturday, February 11 in the SMM Gymnasium with  
registration starting at 2:30 pm and the competition starting at 3:00 pm. 
All of our District Council’s Free Throw winners can participate in this  
district level competition. The competition, followed by group photos, 
should finish around 3:30 pm. The address for the SMM Gymnasium is: 
861 Maitland Avenue, Altamonte Springs, FL 32701. 

Immediately following the Free Throw competition, there will be a  
Hockey Shoot-Out Challenge. This new event will provide an athletic outlet for young people ages 10 to 17 
through shooting accuracy on goal competition designed for players to demonstrate their skills. State Hockey 
Challenge Chairman Jerry Poirer will bring the Hockey materials for this event which will be used in the SMM 
Gymnasium and he will direct the event. Please invite the youth of our parish to attend this new Hockey  
Challenge event. Registration should start around 3:30 pm with the challenge starting at 4:00 pm.  

Help support the youth of the District 24 councils by coming to these events and helping to count/retrieve  
basketballs and hockey pucks and to support/cheer the participants as they compete. 

Basketball Free Throw & Hockey Competitions - Sat Feb 11 

http://www.bishopgradykofc.org
http://weebly-link/972736047275213984
mailto:przybytw@cfl.rr.com?subject=Access%20to%20Meeting%20Minutes
mailto:przybytw@cfl.rr.com?subject=Sharing%20Center%20Serve%20Saturday
https://volunteersignup.org/HXYB4
https://www.bishopgradykofc.org/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/The+Sharing+Center/@28.705909,-81.328791,17z/data=!4m8!1m2!2m1!1sthe+serving+center+longwood+fl!3m4!1s0x0:0x54e358996d2943f6!8m2!3d28.7063844!4d-81.3281742
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Tootsie Roll Drive - Sat/Sun Feb 18 & 19 By Dominick Fiorentino 

When you see Knights in yellow vests that read “Helping People with Intellectual Disabilities,” you 
should smile. When these Knights are handing out Tootsie Rolls and collecting donations around 
town, they are helping to recognize the dignity of every person. The “Campaign for People with 

Intellectual Disabilities” is referred to as the “Tootsie Roll Drive” and the funds raised help people with  
intellectual and physical disabilities. 

On Saturday and Sunday, February 18 and 19, our Council 5618 will be holding our own Tootsie Roll drive 
to help raise needed funds for the Morning Star Catholic School. The Morning Star Catholic School is an accredit-
ed not-for-profit, tuition-based school for special needs students located in Orlando, FL and was  
established in 1960 for children challenged by Down Syndrome, Spina Bifida, Cerebral Palsy, and other  
intellectual disabilities.  

Sign up now for the "2023 Knights of Columbus Council 5618 Tootsie Roll Campaign". Please click on 
the following link (or copy it into your web browser if clicking doesn't work) to go to the signup 
sheet: volunteersignup.org/XF9MP To sign up, just follow the instructions on the page. It only takes a few 
seconds to do. Knights and their family members and friends are invited to volunteer 2 hours of their time to 
stand with other fellow Knights and hand out Tootsie Rolls at the local Publix Supermarkets.  

We are blessed this year with having three local Publix allowing us to solicit donations. This also allows us to 
complete our annual drive over 2 days. The three Publix Supermarkets are: Publix at Palm Springs Crossing on 
East Altamonte Dr, Publix Casselberry Collection on US 17-92 in Casselberry, and Publix Maitland Place on N. 
Orlando Ave. We will a need a total of 36 volunteers. Times are slots from 9 am to 3 pm at 2-hour intervals. 
People can volunteer for more than 1 slot on one or both days. 

So, the next time you see a Knight in a yellow vest asking for donations outside a grocery store, and you receive 
a Tootsie Roll, remember it’s more than a “Tootsie Roll Drive.” It’s a chance to provide people with intellectual 
and physical disabilities more resources to live a happy life. Thank you all in advance and God Bless God’s  
special children. 

Our Council’s next Council meeting will be held on Tuesday, February 14 at 6:30 pm and tentatively 
in the Cafeteria. An email will be sent out a few days before the meeting; look for final details of the 
location in that email. A Rosary will be recited starting at 6:00 pm in the Cafeteria. Dinner will be  
provided by John Dsa after the meeting.  

Please read last month’s Council meeting minutes before this meeting (if you need the password to the Council’s 
minutes page, send an email to Tom Przybyla at przybytw@cfl.rr.com) at this link :   
http://www.bishopgradykofc.org/council-meeting-minutes.html 

Council Meeting - Tue February 14 By Tom Przybyla 

Our Council normally serves dinner at the Coalition for the Homeless in downtown Orlando on 
the fourth Wednesday of each month.  The next dinner is Wednesday, February 22 and 
arrival time at the kitchen is 4:30 pm.  
There were 6 volunteers at the January dinner: 

(from left) Walt Dinger, Jim Pandolphi, Pat Braun, Tom  
Weninger, John Dsa and Jim Hebert. They served dinner to 
around 300 people. Thank you for serving the poor and the 
homeless of our community during the holidays! 
John Dsa chairs these dinners. If you would like to  
volunteer for this dinner, please contact John at johnpauld-
sa@gmail.com or 407-733-7063.  
The Coalition for the Homeless is located at 639 W. Central 
Blvd in Orlando (located between Terry Ave and Parramore Ave). 
For a map of their location, click on map.   

Next Coalition Dinner - Wed February 22 By John Dsa 

http://www.bishopgradykofc.org
https://volunteersignup.org/XF9MP
mailto:przybytw@cfl.rr.com?subject=Access%20to%20Meeting%20Minutes
http://www.bishopgradykofc.org/council-meeting-minutes.html
mailto:johnpauldsa@gmail.com
mailto:johnpauldsa@gmail.com
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Coalition+For+the+Homeless/@28.5423159,-81.3905385,16.74z/data=!4m8!1m2!3m1!2sCoalition+For+the+Homeless!3m4!1s0x88e77a548b938393:0xb4f3420c9eb147ee!8m2!3d28.5428799!4d-81.3876686
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Once again, we will cook 6 Fish Fry Dinners in the Cafeteria and serve them from 
5:00—7:00 pm. Our customers can eat in the Cafeteria or on the picnic tables  
outside of the Cafeteria or they can take their dinners to-go. All dinners will be 
picked up inside the Cafeteria. All dinners will be served in take-out containers and 
each dinner will contain the same menu items just like we did last year. We will be 
offering beverages: coffee and iced tea are free with a purchase of a dinner. Bottled 
water, soda, beer and wine are available with a donation. Due to inflation, our prices 
have increased slightly but the prices are still a very good value for the quality  
compared to restaurant prices.  

Adult dinners purchased at the dinner will be $12, but if customers prepay for their 
dinners (before 11 am on Fridays), the price will be $11, discounted by $1. Child dinners are the same as last 
year, $5. Children 5 and younger are still free with the purchase of an adult dinner.  

Customers can prepay for their dinners using this Prepay 
Link or a QR Code from our website, emails or from the 
flyer (click on the image to open a PDF flyer which  
contains the QR Code). Or they can pay at each dinner 
using cash, check or credit card. 

I will be the overall chairman for the dinners with Pete 
Markusic coordinating the kitchen, Bob Rasch  
coordinating the fish frying station and George Meyer 
coordinating between the Fryer and the Kitchen workers. 
Cooks and servers will wear gloves and hats or hairnets 
at all times.  This year I’ve invited volunteers from last 
year to sign up early to lock in their positions. Before 
each week’s dinner I will send out a sign up link using 
the VolunteerSignup app for any positions that are not 
filled. Your family members and friends who are teenage 
or older are invited to help with these dinners. As they 
used to shout on the Columbus’ Pinta ship, All hands on 
deck! 

Details for the dinners will be communicated via bulletin  
articles, overhead scroll messages, emails to Knights, 
Men’s Club and CCW, put on the Florida State calendar 
and via Fr. Charlie’s weekly email messages.  

These dinners are community events. Our goal is to 
serve our parish community excellent quality Lenten Fish 
Fry Dinners at competitive prices while keeping things 
simple and safe! Please help support these dinners by 
volunteering, buying dinners and spreading the word to 
your friends, family members and fellow parishioners.  
Note: Due to increased costs, I’m asking volunteers who 
want to eat dinners to purchase the dinners. 

Finish your week by enjoying dinner with your family at the Knights’ Fish Fry Dinners being served in the St 
Mary Magdalen School Cafeteria! Delicious desserts will be available for donations by the Scouts to support their 
programs. 

Lenten Fish Fry Dinners - Feb 24— Mar 31  By Tom Przybyla 

Attendance Drawing 

The winner of the last month’s $150 pot was Paul Beleckas, but he was not present at the  
meeting!  
The Attendance Drawing is a program that encourages our Council Knights to come to our Council 
meetings. The pot for our next month’s meeting will contain $150. You could be the next winner!  But, 
you need to be present at the meeting to win!  If there is no winner, the pot increases by $25 

each month to a maximum of $150. 

There was no 50/50 drawing.   

http://www.bishopgradykofc.org
https://secure.anedot.com/bishop-thomas-j-grady-council-knights-of-columbus-council-5618/fish_fry_dinner_tickets
https://secure.anedot.com/bishop-thomas-j-grady-council-knights-of-columbus-council-5618/fish_fry_dinner_tickets
https://www.bishopgradykofc.org/uploads/4/5/7/3/45734659/fish_fry_flyer2023_with_qr_code.pdf
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From Our Faith Director By Les Philip 
My Brother Knights,   

Lent is upon us, February 22, 2023 to be specific. We all know that there are three pillars that 
characterize our Lenten season: prayer, fasting, and alms giving, AKA charity. We are told by 
our Bishop that during Lent we “seek the Lord in prayer by reading sacred scripture, we serve 
by giving alms and we practice self-control through fasting.” I personally re-read The Life of 
Christ by Archbishop Fulton J Sheen each year. It keeps in tune along with other resources such 
as Small Groups and Ascension Press programs with Father Mike Schmidt.  

As Brother Knights and Catholic gentlemen, we know that Lent is a 40-day season that begins 
on Ash Wednesday and ends at sundown on holy Thursday, April 6, 2023. It's a period of  

preparation to celebrate the Lord's Resurrection at Easter. I read an article that stated giving up beer and beef, 
chocolates and cigarettes remain the big-time favorites as final selections for our Lenten fasts; this comes into 
focus towards the latter part of this month. One thought is in a time when our smartphones are rarely more 
than a hand reach away, more people are considering a 40 day break from social media as a deeper Lenten  
sacrifice. I mentioned that to my granddaughter just this morning and she thought I was getting ready for the 
funny farm. 

Even though we may not agree 100% and if we are over the age of 59, we don't have to worry, but for our 
younger Knights, during these days it is not acceptable to eat lamb, chicken, beef, pork, ham, deer (who has 
any of that in their freezers?) and most other meats on Fridays. However, eggs, milk, fish, grains, and fruits and 
vegetables are all allowed. As just mentioned, there are exceptions, one of them in particular doesn't pertain to 
us but if any of you brothers has a pregnant wife, she does not need to heed these requirements. In addition, 
those that are ill, the elderly and very young are exempt from Lenten rules of fasting. 

One other item that was interesting to note was the fact that during the Season of Lent, the singing or saying 
the word “alleluia” has historically been suspended during these Lenten 40 days. All Fridays during Lent are days 
of abstinence. Also, Good Friday, the day on which Christ was crucified, is a day of both fast and abstinence. All 
days in Lent are appropriate for fasting or abstaining, but I would like you to know that Canon law does not  
require it. 

When our children were younger, (and me too) I impressed upon them that it was good to give up something 
that they truly relished. In addition, I asked them to not just give up something but to add something. “What 
was that” they asked after giving up soda, chocolate bars, etcetera. It's a good thing that Facebook was not 
part of our lives back then. My answer to them was to add a bit more prayer, scripture reading, helping less  
fortunate people, being kinder to each other, and getting with friends to talk about what the Lenten season was 
all about. Evidently it worked and for us as parents, we are happy for it. 

I pray that your Lenten Season of 2023 is very prosperous for you and your families. Make it count.  

Vivat Jesus,    

Les Philip,   

Faith Director 

Fraternal Benefits Advisor By Tom Przybyla 

Our Council has a new Fraternal Benefits Advisor, Brian 
Lazusky. He is going to try to attend our Council meetings 
around once a quarter because he covers two other councils 
that meet on the same night as we do. He is going to  
schedule a Fraternal Benefits Night in March and April. 

His contact information is:  

Brian Lazusky FSCP, FICF 

10086 Greenshire Way, Orlando, FL 32827 

Mobile (336) 254-8734  

email brian.lazusky@kofc.org 

http://www.bishopgradykofc.org
mailto:brian.lazusky@kofc.org
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From Our Life Director  By James Taglia 

Brothers, 

Brothers, it is that time again. We are in the midst of our annual Central Florida Laps4Life 
Campaign. By now you all know what this is about. It is about, among other things, Truth.  
Recently we heard a politician remind people that the Declaration of Independence gives us all 
the “inalienable rights to Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness.” What she omitted was the  
correct quote, “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created 
equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that 
among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.” They tend to forget that 
without LIFE we have no other rights. 

Laps is going to take place on March 4. Have you joined a team? Have you raised money? Why not? If each 
Brother were to raise $200, we would have raised well over $20,000 … and the Msgr. Ed Thompson plaque 
would return to Bishop Thomas J Grady Council 5618.  

Additionally, we will need all the help we can garner on the day of the event. If you want to come and help  
setup, feel free to join us at 5 AM. If you want to help breakdown, stay after 1 PM and you can help. If you 
want to do something easy, we can put you as a greeter (actually traffic cop) directing people to the appropriate 
registration area. If your children/grandkids need Community Service Hours, we can put them at giving out 
stickers on the track. To those Brother Knights who have been part of the EEEE team (I think that is enough E’s) 
we can use your help in picking up the bags of trash and throwing them on the golf cart at the end of the event. 
We have stuff for everyone.  

• Step up. Go to: https://secure.fundeasy.com/ministrysync/event/website/home/?e=24261   

• Join a team: 

  https://secure.fundeasy.com/ministrysync/event/website/?m=5978079  (Flying Tigers) 

  https://secure.fundeasy.com/ministrysync/event/website/?m=5973171 (Easy Ed) 

We need to raise $125,000 to reach our goal.  

One more thing … an anonymous donor has just provided us with two tickets to The Winter Park Playhouse 
for the person who raises the most money for Laps. I will pick up the cert next week. 

On February 22 (aka Ash Wednesday) we will begin 40-Days for Life. Get out and pray the rosary in front of All 
Women’s Health Center (aka the abortion clinic next to Life Choices). The 40 days end on Easter Sunday April 2. 
Sign up for vigil hours at: https://www.40daysforlife.com/en/altamontesprings.  

At the same time, we continue as Knights to pray the rosary in front of the abortion clinic on the first and third 
Saturdays of each month from 8 AM - 9 AM. 

Thanks for your cooperation and get busy. 

Vivat Jesus,  

James J. Taglia,   
Culture of Life Director 

Council’s 2022 Fraternal Activity By Tom Przybyla 

Financial Secretary Don Holzemer and Deputy Grand Knight George Meyer compiled all of the contributions 
of Charitable Disbursements and Hours of Service from 2022 that were submitted by the Knights of our Council 
and they submitted the results to the Supreme Council. If you submitted your Fraternal report, I thank you.  
A summary of the results from our Council are:  

 
Charitable disbursements: $63,119 Visits to the sick: 287 

Hours of service: 13,065 Visits to the bereaved: 112 

Number of meetings: 90 Number of blood donations: 11 

Hours of fraternal service to sick/disabled members & family: 107 Masses held for members: 150 

http://www.bishopgradykofc.org
https://secure.fundeasy.com/ministrysync/event/website/home/?e=24261
https://secure.fundeasy.com/ministrysync/event/website/?m=5978079
https://secure.fundeasy.com/ministrysync/event/website/?m=5973171
https://www.40daysforlife.com/en/altamontesprings
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District Deputy’s Message By Michael Coleman 
Brothers in Christ, 

The passing of Benedict XVI on the last day of 2022 and of George Cardinal Pell on January 10 may have  
diminished attention to December 28 as the four hundredth anniversary of the death of St. Francis de Sales, 
missionary and bishop of the Diocese of Geneva, Switzerland.  While Protestant control of Geneva greeted  
Francis’ evangelism with hostility that mandated his residence twenty miles south in Annecy, he helped guide 
Protestants and lapsed Catholics back to the Church with distribution of printed catechesis and a humble,  
individual approach based on love.  The Church commemorates St. Francis de Sales on January 24 as a Doctor 
of the Church. 

On St. Francis’ fourth centenary of death, our Holy Father issued an apostolic letter Totum amoris est – 
“Everything pertains to love”, building on St. Paul VI’s apostolic letter Sabaudiae gemma written in 1967 on the 
four hundredth anniversary of St. Francis’ birth.  In their letters, both popes highlight St. Francis de Sales’ belief 
that devotion, as a manifestation of the theological virtue of charity, is required of all faithful in accordance with 
their vocations: “A different exercise of devotion is required of each – the noble, the artisan, the servant, the 
prince, the maiden, and the wife; and furthermore such practice must be modified according to the strength, 
the calling, and the duties of each individual.”  (St. Francis de Sales, Introduction to the Devout Life, Chapter 
III).  In Sabaudiae gemma, St. Paul VI illustrates that St. Francis’s advocacy of devotion for the laity as well as 
ordained and religious is reflected in “The Universal Call to Holiness in the Church,” Chapter V of the Second 
Vatican Council’s dogmatic constitution Lumen gentium.   

In this new year, and with increased attention to prayer, fasting and almsgiving during Lent, let us heed St. 
Francis de Sales’ call to express devotion through our service as Knights, through building our domestic  
churches, and through our earthly enterprises.  Vivat Jesus, 

Michael Coleman, District Deputy 24 

Weekly Exemplification Ceremonies 

The Florida State Council presents weekly Exemplifications of Charity, Unity and Fraternity. Click the links below to 
register new candidates or to have your 1st and 2nd Degree members to advance to the 3rd Degree.  

The English Exemplifications are held weeks 1-4 on Thursday and the 4th Monday at 7:00 pm. The Spanish  
Exemplifications are held the 3rd Wednesday and the 5th Thursday at 8:00 pm. 

English Exemplifications  Spanish Exemplifications  

Exemplification Ceremony on Demand! 
The Exemplification of Charity, Unity and Fraternity 
is now available on-demand.  
Any current 1st or 2nd Degree Knights can advance to the 3rd  
Degree at any time of the day or night, 24/7, at your conven-
ience. To participate in the ceremony immediately, use 

the “On Demand” link and the 30-minute ceremony will start upon completion of your registration.  
If you know of any Brother Knight who would like to advance to the Third Degree, please pass this in-
formation on to that Brother! 

• Provide the required information including your council number (5618).  

• Please note that your family and friends are welcome to observe the ceremony.  
We look forward to you becoming a third-degree Knight of Columbus! 

On Demand 

Monsignor Ed Thompson’s Lenten Message 

On March 6, 2015, Father Ed Thompson, being the holy and dedicated Chaplain he was, pre-recorded his  
Chaplain's message for the March 10, 2015 Council Business meeting on a Knight's phone at the Fish Fry Dinner  
because he would not be at the meeting. He was sitting in his usual Fish Fry Dinner position on his scooter right 
next to the table at the entrance of the Cafeteria. Fr. Ed was the one who thought of using this then new  
technology to record his message on a phone. How brilliant!  Fr. Ed’s recording 

http://www.bishopgradykofc.org
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/20221228-totum-amoris-est.html#_ftn36
https://www.vatican.va/content/paul-vi/it/apost_letters/documents/hf_p-vi_apl_19670129_sabaudiae-gemma.html
https://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_const_19641121_lumen-gentium_en.html
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYvcuitqzMiGdIGiBP4EBiMi5-IMNFCsZMN#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJUsce6trDkrGdN65T_aynDSTC_0N2USmCfV?_x_zm_rtaid=zOBzLN4zS96EdqgHY2LpIw.1656523053407.309a45453d96bbeb4108b4397b14e3dc&_x_zm_rhtaid=597#/registration
https://goto.webcasts.com/starthere.jsp?ei=1359367&tp_key=9eb24b3a45&sti=on24referral
https://www.bishopgradykofc.org/uploads/4/5/7/3/45734659/fr_ed_lenten_recording.m4a
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Leave No Neighbor Behind - Helping Hands Program 

If you know of a brother Knight, Men’s Club member or SMM parishioner who needs 
the labor to help with a small project, such as yard work, pressure washing, or small 
repairs, and they have purchased the needed supplies, please contact our program 
chair Martin Homac at homacmartin1@gmail.com or 321-356-3184 or Tom  
Przybyla at przybytw@cfl.rr.com or 407-460-8109. We need at least a week of lead 

time before we can schedule the project work.  

On January 12, our Council’s Catholic Citizenship Essay Contest awards were presented in a SMM School Mass.  
Youth Chairman Ed Gallagher gave a presentation at the end of Mass to present the awards. You can view his 
presentation via this Youtube video. You can also see all of he pictures on our website’s Home page 

The Knights who reviewed the essays this year were: Les Philip, Emilio Regala, Alan Blackmon, John  
Michael Zawistowski, and David Weisman. 

Ed stated “Students were very courageous with their personal stories. There was good participation of Brother 
Knights, both in reviewing the essays and attending the awards Mass.”  

Essay Award Mass - Wed January 12 

Brothers, as you know, we are assisting 3 families, by providing food and or gift cards from  
Publix, Winn Dixie or Aldi markets on a weekly basis. 

Your continued support is greatly appreciated.  Donations may be dropped off at Tom’s Auto  
Repair (Tom Galaida) located at 151 Obrien Road. The telephone number is 407.831.8484 

The food and or gift cards will be picked up and distribute weekly.  Your gifts are greatly  
appreciated by the participants.  Vivat Jesus,  Brother Ed Fleri  407-923-2828 

Donations for Needful Council Knights  By Ed Fleri 

http://www.bishopgradykofc.org
mailto:homacmartin1@gmail.com
mailto:przybytw@cfl.rr.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6t88InL9wkY
http://www.bishopgradykofc.org/
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Basketball Council Free Throw Competition By Tom Przybyla 

On Saturday, January 21, the Council held our Council’s Basketball Free Throw Championship at the SMM  
gymnasium. The Knights of Columbus Basketball Free Throw Championship is sponsored annually with winners 
progressing through local, district and state competition. All boys and girls ages 9 to 14 were invited to  
participate for the local (council) level of competition. Six boys and 1 girl participated. Winners are invited to  
participate with the district level competition on Saturday, February 11 with registration starting at 2:30 pm. The 
winners of the Council competition were: 

Youth Chairman Ed Gallagher organized and coordinated this event with the school.  His helpers were: 
Esteban Rolon, Roger Copeland, Lou Elrose, John Michael Zawistowski, Emilio Regala, and me.  

You can view all of he pictures on our website’s Home page 

Place 
Ranking 

Boys - 14-
Year-Old 

Boys - 13-Year-
Old 

Boys - 11-Year-
Old 

Boys - 10-
Year-Old 

Girls - 13-Year-Old 

First Collin Price  Kyle Blair  James Scotchie  Christian Bloom  Ava Dolley  
Second     Coby Coffey  Luke Suplick    

http://www.bishopgradykofc.org
http://www.bishopgradykofc.org/


 

 

Page 11 For the latest information:  www.bishopgradykofc.org THE PINTA LOG  

Picture #1: Grand Knight Tom Przybyla 
(left) welcomed Joe Pocius (right), who 
transferred into our Council at our January 
Council meeting.  

Picture #2: Grand Knight Tom Przybyla 
(left) presented Dominick Fiorentino 
with his 25-year pin. 

Picture #3: Grand Knight Tom Przybyla 
(left) congratulated and welcomed Jim 
Bucko (right) into our Council as our 
newest 3rd Degree Knight at the Knight-
hood Degree Exemplification ceremony on 

January 24.  

Picture #4: Grand Knight Tom Przybyla (left) congratulated and welcomed Michael (Mace) Maciejewski 
(right) into our Council as our newest 3rd Degree Knight at the Knighthood Degree Exemplification ceremony on 
January 24.  

Picture #5: Our Council’s new Exemplification Degree Team with new Knights, Jim and Mace: (from left) Tom 
Przybyla, Oscar Arechavala, Jim Bucko, Tom Poppell, Alan Blackmon, Mace Maciejewski, Paul 
Anslow, Bob Rasch and Emilio Regala. The team held their first in-person ceremony on January 24 and 
they did an impressive and professional job based on comments that were passed on to me!  

No picture: Grand Knight Tom Przybyla presented the Knight of the Month award for December to Martin 
Homac. Martin became our Council's Membership Director in July, 2022. Martin helped update our membership 
onboarding processes and reporting to handle an increase in candidates. Through his efforts, our Council has 
added 5 new Knights since July. At the same time, he initiated and implemented the Council's Helping Hands 
program and helped coordinate the completion of several projects for the benefit of parishioners. . 

No picture: Grand Knight Tom Przybyla presented the December Family of the Month Award to St Mary  
Magdalen Ministry Support Staff. We appreciate and honor all of the SMM staff who support our Council's events 
and programs by reserving and setting up meeting rooms, coordinating our finances, security, communications 
and Masses. Their interactions are a blessing as they are helpful, kind and respectful; we see the Lord Jesus' 
love shining through them. Together, they act as a family, working together as an efficient team to serve us, 
their parishioners. Thank you Gail Rayos, Heidi Lewis, Kristina Blair, Mary Gulde, Mark Ayers, Debbie 
Karleskint, Melissa Findley, Adriana Rivera, Wanda Patkin and Vince Edman. We applaud them for 
their strong example they set for all families in our community! 

 

Congratulations Council 5618 Knights on your achievements!! 

Congratulations Council 5618 Knights of Columbus!  

1 2 3 

4 5 

http://www.bishopgradykofc.org
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Happy Birthday Brother Knights! 

Brothers Celebrating February Birthdays  

Feb 4 Renzo H Vargas Feb 17 Andrew M Downing  Feb 20 Lawrence A Mancini 

Feb 6 Heinrich Moers  Feb 17 Charley H Nichols  Feb 23 John Paul S Philip  

Feb 7 Edgar L Fleri  Feb 19 William Buddy Anderson Feb 25 Donald L Holzemer  

Feb 7 Louis R Elrose Feb 19 William D Benner Feb 28 Stephen T Barry  

Pancake Breakfast By Tom Przybyla 

There was a great turnout to our Welcome to the New Year Pancake Break-
fast on January 8! I did not provide a method to count the attendees, but 
my estimate is 186 people - 164 adults & 22 children. Good communications 
especially with the help of the parish office and our priests contributed to 
the good turnout.  

When we planned the breakfast we did not factor in the cost of eggs, which 
as you know has increased 4 times. We were concerned about breaking 
even. Thankfully to our generous customers, many of who paid more than 
the $5/meal, we raised $352 for our Council’s many charitable donations.  

I thank David Weisman for chairing the breakfast, Dave Foret for helping to purchase 
supplies, Alan Migliorato for creating and donating 4 signs for A-frames and the volunteers 
who made this event be a successful and fun community event for our parish. We cannot do 

this without our fantastic volunteers!! You can view all of he pictures on our website’s Home page 

http://www.bishopgradykofc.org
http://www.bishopgradykofc.org/
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Council Officers 2022 - 2023 Website Link:  Officers 

Faith In Action Program Directors & Chairmen 2022 - 2023 

 

Faith Director: Les Philip Community Director: Ed Gallagher 

Family Director: Tom Przybyla Life Director: James Taglia Jr 

Membership Chairman: Art Wright Youth Chairman: Ed Gallagher 

Coalition for the Homeless 
Dinners Chairman: 

John Dsa Lenten Fish Fry Dinners Chairman: Tom Przybyla 

Seminarian Chairman: Emilio Regala Card Ministry Chairman: Beeler Gausz 

Beeler Gausz, our Council’s chairman of the Card Ministry will send out cards of hope, sympathy, or condolence 
in our Council’s name to brothers and families who are in distress, such as when we lose a brother, or we want 
to cheer up a brother or their loved one who might be homebound or who is in the hospital.  If you would like 
Beeler to send out a card, please notify him via email: abgausz@me.com or by phone: 321-229-7547 (cell). 

If you know of a Brother, or relative of a Brother in distress, contact any of your Council officers.  We have 
many people who need your prayers as they suffer severe medical challenges. They know your prayers are a 
blessing. Please continue to pray all the Knights and their loved ones who are in need of prayers, especially 
those people on our Council’s Prayer List, which is found on our website.   

Want to order your wife our Council’s K of C name tag?  You can order a name tag from Don Holzemer at our 
next business meeting or by sending him an email at amidon49@cfl.rr.com. 

Chaplain Fr. Duberney Rodas Advocate: Ed Gallagher 

Grand Knight: Tom Przybyla Lecturer: John Paul D’sa 

Deputy Grand Knight: George Meyer Trustee 1 Year: Bob Rasch 

Chancellor: David Weisman Trustee 2 Year: Richard Coln 

Financial Secretary: Donald Holzemer Trustee 3 Year: Roger Copeland 

Recorder: Tom Weninger Fraternal Benefits Advisor: Brian Lazusky 

Treasurer: Les Philip District Deputy, District 24: Michael Coleman 

Warden: Tom Poppell District Warden, District 24:  

Inside Guard: Oscar Arechavala Outside Guard: Alan Blackmon 

http://www.bishopgradykofc.org
http://www.bishopgradykofc.org/officers-and-directors.html
mailto:abgausz@me.com
http://www.bishopgradykofc.org/prayer-list.html
mailto:amidon49@cfl.rr.com?subject=Name%20Tag


 

 

ANDERSON ASSOCIATES 

Specializing in Medicare 
 

Turning age 65 in the next 4 months?  Have more questions than  
answers? Do you have the plan best suited for YOU?   Considering a 
change in your plan for next year? Over 65 and losing your group  
coverage?  Call me! 

My job is to explain your options and I am well versed in 
Medicare.  Call me…let’s talk! 

205 Whippoorwill Drive wcanderson1@outlook.com 
Altamonte Springs, FL  407-834-8973 (r) 
32701-7827 407-402-7879 (c/text) 

William “Buddy” Anderson LUTCF 

Timing Belts • Tune Ups • Engine Repair 
Brakes • Clutches • A. C. Repair 
Computer Diagnosis & Repair 

 

TOM’S AUTO REPAIR, INC. 
Foreign & Domestic 
Same Day Service 

 

407-831-8484 
 

MV-06515 151 O’Brien Road 

TOM & MARY ELLEN GALAIDA Fern Park, FL 32730 
Parishioners Tame Properties, LLC 

 

Council 5618 Brother Knights can advertise or convey a message to other Knights in the electronic version of 
the Pinta Log. You can purchase an ad for $10 per quarter (3 month period) or $35 for a 1 year period.  Send 
your request to Tom Przybyla at Przybytw@cfl.rr.com.  Include the wording, picture (if applicable) and  
instructions for your ad in the email.   
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This space is available to you.   
 

Support our Council and our 
many charitable activities! 

 
Advertise your business or 

sponsor an ad. 

 
Pinta Log Ads are only 

 
$10 per quarter 

 
$35 per year 

mailto:Przybytw@cfl.rr.com
http://www.bishopgradykofc.org

